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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 



From The Midland Ck)nNTiES Herald. 

' This little manual will be fonnd very useful by pupil-teachers, by 
the upper classes in schools, and by Bible readers generally. Besides 
valuable information on the Salient Points of Scripture History, it eon- 
tains genealogical tables, tabular views of the great Jewish Feasts, 
and a short account of the ancient versions and of the ancient trans- 
lations.' 



From The Musbuh. 

* This is a useful little work, carefully compiled, distinctly laid out, 
and with a good deal of important information/ 



From The Guardian. 
' It is compiled with infinite pains and in a good tone.* 



From The Ekgush Churchhan. 

* Salient Points, Part I., is an analysis of the Pentateuch^ to b& <£3>.- 
tended, we presume, to the rest of the Bib\e. 1\. \a v^Ql«aaRS5c^ ?«ja5eaR^ 
for pupil-teachers and the upper classes Va aicikvooVa,\vQLV.N^» N&Vs^ tsafiJv '^ 
eaJealated to boot general use to aH Bible xeaj^fix^.* 
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FROM EMINENT TEACHERS AND OTHERS. 



From the Rev. A. R. AsHWELL, Principal of Durham Training College. 
* Tour book is carefully put together, and extremely well arranged.' 



From the Rev. M. Mhyrick, late Professor of Latin and Greeks 

Queen's College^ London. 

* I beg to thank you for your little book, which I am sui* will prove 
useful to me as a reminder when catechising or examining in the 
schools.' 



From James Martin, Esq., Head Master of the Battersea College 

Practising School. 

* After carefully perusing your little work I have great pleasure in 
stating my opinion thereon. I consider it a well-digested summary, 
and the arrangement is excellent. It contains a great deal of instruc- 
tive matter, especially for pupil-teachers, or the higher classes in our 
schools. I heartily wish the little work success.' 



From the Rev. C. M. Harvet, of the S. P. C. K. 

* I have i)eru8ed the first part of your work, and consider it will be of 
great use for the purpose intended. I should be glad to see it on the 
Supplemental Religious Catalogue of the S. P. C. K. ; and if you should 
wish it, I will endeavour to have it entered on it.' 



J^^rvm the'Kti. W. Tennant, Vicar of St. Stephen' s, Westminster. 

' Tour little book on the Old Teetament aeemato me ol «i^wA «sA 
««©/«/ character, with mudh information In a emaU com^aaa: 
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PART II. 

THE HISTORICAL BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 



INTRODUCTORY. 

The Historical Books are twelve m num. 
ber, viz. : — 

Joshua, 1 & 2 Chronicles, 

Judffes, Ezra, 

Huth, Kehemiiih, 

1 & 2 Samuel, Esther, 
1 & 2 Kings, 

which extend over a period of 1031 years, viz., from 
the death of Moses, B.C. 1451, to the Reformation effected 
by Nehemiah, after the return from Babylon, about 
B.O. 420. 

They give a history of the Israelites : — 

(1) Under Judges. 

(2) Under Saul, David, and Solomon, as kings of the 

12 tribes. 

(3) Under the kings of Israel and Judah, as separate 

kingdoms. 

(4) During the Captivity in B«i\i^Vm,«5A ^vJoawo^vsoN. 

restoration of the Ismedom. ^ -^iScv©.- 

0) After the Captivity, aa com^xv^^^Vsi^''^-^^^ 
miah, and Esther. 

XL Tl 
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JOSHUA 



Origin of Name— Period comprised. 

This book is so called because it describes the acts of 
Joshua, Moses' successor. It comprises a period of about 
80 years, from B.C. 1451 to b.c. 1420. 

Contents. 

(1) It describes the occupation of Canaan by the 

Israelites. 
'2^ The Tabernacle permanently set up at Shiloh. 
3) The division of the conquered land. 
^4; The deaths of Joshua and Eleazar. 

The Spies sent to Jericho, B.C. 1451 

(Josh. ii.). 

Three days before crossing the Jordan, when they 
were at Shittim, Joshua sent two spies to ascertain 
the strength of Jericho. The king of Jericho heard of 
their coming; but a woman, named Rahab, hid them 
under some nax-stalks on the flat roof of her house, and 
at night let them down through a window, so that they 
were immediately outside the town walls, against which 
her house was built. For this, she and her household 
were preserved. (See under * Jericho Takett^ p. 8.) 

NoTB I. — On the return of the spiee, Joshua led the people to the 

brink of the Jordan, and appointed a time for the passage of the 

riyer. When the feet of the priests bearing the ark toached the 

water, the Jordan divided, leaving a large channel, in which the ark 

remained till all the people had passed over ; and here twelve stones 

were set up, while twelve other stones taken from the same spot, 

were set up in Gilgal, as a memorial of the miracle. This event 

happened within 5 days of 40 years after the Exodus. This miracle 

differed from that of the Red Sea, in having no natural agent, as the 

east wind,— in being announced three days beforehand, while that of 

Hoses was immediate. 

Note II. — The term ^JuirM* of Josh. ii. 1, is thought by many 

learned men to be an innkeeper or lioetefta ; u^ t\^ «eiv»A V\> -^«a 

naderstood in the T&Tgnmy by S. ClirYBOatom, «aA \to« ^^tw^^EoiX.. 

Among tne anciente, vomen generally kcptliouaea ol eu\«tX«^2Dmssa\K 
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* Among the "EgypUaxis the women carry on all commercial concerns, 
and keep taverns, while the men continue at home and weave.' — 
Herodotus. 

Note III.— In the enumeration of Bahab's kindred, in Josh. ii. 
18, it is observable that no mention is made of a hustmnd. It is 
most likely that she was a single woman, or a widow, who obtained 
an honest livelihood by keeping a honse for the entertainment of 
strangers, and not a woman of ill>famc, as some have supposed. 
The spies sent on this occasion were certainly some of the most con- 
fidential persons that Joshua had in his host, and their errand was 
of the greatest importance : is it then not most likely that they 
lodged at an inn t 

Circumcision renewed. — Manna 
ceases, B.C. 1451 (Josh. v.). 

At Gilgal, the rite of circumcision, wliicli had been 
discontinued or suspended during the wanderings in the 
Wilderness in token of the Divine displeasure and 
temporary rejection of the people, was now solemnly 
renewed; and the Passover, which had not been cele- 
brated since the Israelites left Sinai, was now kept. On 
the following day the people ate unleavened cakes made 
of the produce of the land, and then the manna, no 
longer needed, ceased. 

NOTB.— It was ahont this time, probably on some day when 
Joshua was taking a survey of Jericho, that the Divine Being, in the 
form of an angel, appeared to him with his sword drawn in his 
hand, as he had before appeared to Balaam (Num. zxii. 23-81) ; 
declaring Himself Captain of the host of the Lord, and, promising 
the protection and assistance of Qod, told him in what way Jericho 
was to be taken. 

Jericho taken and destroyed^ B.C. 

1451 (Josh. vi.). 

The first city taken by Joshua was Jericho, a fortified 
city on the west of the Jordan, and which formed the 
key to the whole country. The whole of the people 
marched round the city in silence on each of six suc- 
cessive days, preceded by seven priests blovring trumpets, 
and the Ark. On the seventh day this procession 
marched round the city seven times; at the end of the 
seventh time, the priests blowing with. t\\^ -taNsa:^'^ 
and the people shouting, the ^aUa i^W ^c^^ntv, «sA. "^^ 
place wasleft utterly defenceless, '^^^'^^^^'^^^^ 
the exception of Eahab and \iei \iOAxaeVo\^^ «»s^ 

b2 



4 SAI.IENT POINTS OP SCRIPTURE HISTORY. 

sures (except the gold, silver, iron, and brass, which 
were consecrated to the Lord) Were utterly destroyed. 

NoTB I.— The cursb on RSBUiLDnco Jertcho.—* Cursed be the 
man before the Lord, that riaeth np and bnildeth this city Jericho : he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstborn, and in his yoongest 
ton shall he set ap the gates of it.'— Josh. yi. 26. This corse has 
been nsually anderstood as meaning whoever should attempt to re- 
build it (t.«., to restore it as a fortress, or to rebuild its walls and 
gates), should (I.) lose his firstborn by death at the commencement, 
and his youngest son at the completion of it ; (2.) or that he should 
lose all his children, from the first-born to the youngest, during the 
progress of the work ; (3.) or that the builder should be delayed in 
his undertaking from the birth of his firstborn to the birth of Ids 
yonngest. 

Nora II.— This prophecy was fulfilled In the reign of Ahab, 
King of Israel, B.C. 928, in the person of Hiel, who rebuilt Jericho, 
as recorded in 1 Kings xvi. 34. (See under Ahab's reign, p. 88.) 
Jericho was, however, inhabited again before the time of Hiel 
(Judges iii. 13, 2 Sam. z. 6), but it was not fortified, 

Ai taken, B.C. 1451 (Josh. vii.). 

Joshua now directed his arms against Ai, and finding 
that the city was small and ill-defended, he sent only 
dOOO men against it; hut to his utter surprise, and to 
the great disappointment of all the people, this force 
was defeated and 36 men slain. In answer to Joshua's 
earnest supplication it was revealed to he the punish- 
ment of a sin which had heen committed among the 
Jeople hy the appropriation of some of the spoil of 
encho. By casting lots Joshua discovered that Achan 
was the transgressor, who confessed that he had taken 
a quantity of silver and gold and a Babylonish garment. 
He and his family were stoned to death, and their 
remains consumed with fire and covered with stones, in 
a spot hence called the Valley of Achor. In the second 
engagement against Ai they were victorious, after which 
Joshua raised an altar on Mount Ehal as God had ap- 
pointed (Deut. xxvii.). 

Note.— It has been observed by travellers and commentators, 
that the custom of throwing stones npon the graves of criminals is 
still prev^ent in the East. 

The Gibeonites craftily make a 
league with Joshua, B.C. l4&l(^&<»v.v^v 

A deputation of the Gibeonites, having sJlltYie ts^ffifew- 
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ance of way-worn travellers from a distance (with old 
sacks or bags upon their assea, wine bottles of skin^ old, 
rent, and bound up, old and patched sandals, worn and 
soiled clotheS; and hard-baked bread), waited upon 
Joshua, professing to have come from a remote district 
with the desire of cultivating the fiiendship of a people 
who had been so signally blessed by the Almighty in 
their deliverance from Egypt, and in their conquests on 
the other side of Jordan. Joshua did not stay to ask 
counsel of God, but, being misled by these representations, 
concluded a peace with the pretended strangers; but 
when the falsehood of their story was discovered, 
Joshua, bound by his oath, preserved their lives, but 
confiscated their possessions, and reduced them to a state 
of servitude, making them hewers of wood and drawers 
of water. 

Note I. — The Gibeonites were brought, no donbt, under tribute ; 
performed the meanest offices for the Israelites, being in the same 
condition as the servile class of Hindoos called the Chetrees ; had 
their national importance annihilated, and were never permitted to 
incorporate themselves with the Israelites. (See imder * Jfethinim,* 
in Lev.f part i., p. 36). 

Note II. — In the East, collecting wood for fuel and carrying 
water are the peculiar employmentiof /ema/^^. The Arab women of 
Barbary , according to Dr. Shaw, and the daughters of the Turcomans 
according to D'Arvieuz, are thus employed. Hence, Mr. Harmer 
concludes that the bitterness of the doom of the Gibeonites docs not 
seem to have consisted in the laboriousness of the service enjoined 
them, but in disgracing them from the characteristic employment 
of men, that of bearing arms, and condemning them and their pos- 
t^ty for ever to the employment of females. 

Note m. — The Gibeonites continued to live in peace with the 
Isradites, until th^ were molested by Saul, which brought down a 
signal punishment upon him, seven of his sons being put to death 
for the injury he had done th^n. (2 Sam. acxi.) See under ' Three 
Fear^ Faminef p. 41. 

The Sun and Moon stand still, 

B.C. 1451 (Josh. X. 12): 'Sun, stand thou still 
upon Gibeon ', and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 
And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed imtil the 
people had avenged themselves upon their enemies.' 

Ijiese words were uttered by Joshua during the attack 
made by him and the Israelites ui^otv AAftm-'L'^^^ ^^^ 
his four confederate Mn^, wYio msA^ ^«t "^^^^^^^^^ 
because it consulted for ite o^wu fta.^e\;^ Va. "^^^^^^^^^^^w^ 
with the laraelitesj the am©^ «rm^ ^^ ^^^^ 
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Miracles performed by Joshua. 

(1) A dry passage obtained through the Jordan (Josh, 
iil 16). 

(2) The miraculous fall of the loaSa of Jericho (Josh, 
vi. 20). 

(8) The hailstones against Adoni-zedek and his con- 
federates (Josh. X. 10). 

(4) The sun and moon stand still (Josh. x. 12). 

Concluding note to Joshua. 

Several of the transactions related in Joshua are con-? 
firmed by the traditions current among heathen nations, 
and preserved by ancient profane historians of undoubted 
character, particularly Jtistin and Tacitus, Thus there 
are ancient monuments extant which prove that the 
Carthaginians were a colony of Svrians who escaped 
from Joshua ; §^ also that the inhabitants of Leptis, in 
Africa, came originally from the Sidonians, who aban- 
doned their coimtry on account of the calamities with 
which it was overwhelmed. 

Procopius, a Greek historian, who flourished about 
the sixth century, relates that the Phoenicians fled before 
the Hebrews in Africa, and spread themselves abroad as 
far as the pillars of Hercules ; and adds: 'In Numidia, 
where now stands the city of Tigisis (Tangiers), they 
have erected two colunms^ on which, in Phoenician 
characters, is the following inscription : — " We are the 
Phoenicians who fled from the face of Jesus (or Jo8hua)| 
the son of Naue (Nun)." ' 



JUDGES. 



Origin of Name— Period comprised. 

Tbjs book denvea its name from the account it gives 
of the Israelitea rmdffr the government o£ IS ^\i^ge»,«!&jBt 
*'he death of JoahusL to the time of Eii. It com^ii^ft ^^ 
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history of the world for a period of 309 years, from 
B.C. 1426 to B.C. 1117. 

NoTB.— It was probably writt^i by Saxnnel the Prophet, the 
last of the judges, and in this opinion the Jews coincide. 

Contents. 

(1) The introduction of idolatry among the Israelites 

hy the idolatry of Micah (Judges xvii.). 

(2) The history of the Levite of Ephraim — ^the murder 

of his concuhine by the Beniamites, and the war 
of the other tribes with uiem in consequence 
(Judges xviii., xix.). 

(3) The deliverances by Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, 

Deborah and Barak, and Gideon (Judges 

111.-V1U.). 

(4) Usurpation and death of Abimelech (Judges ix.). 
(6) The judgeships of Tola and Jair (Judges x.). 

(6) The Ammonite opposition, and deliverance by 

Jephthah (Judges xi.). 

(7) The judgeships of Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon (Judges 

xii.). 

(8) The history and judgeship of Samson (Judges 

xiii.-xvi.). 

KOTB I. — The above heads are placed in chronological orders and 
do not follow this order in Judges, The latter part of Judges is out 
of its proper place, being prebably carried to the end, that it might 
not break the thr^id of the narrative. 

Note n.— The 7«ra;pAtm, spoken of in the history of Micah 
(Judges xvii. 5), were certain images, applied to superstitious uses, 
particularly by the Jewish women, and are thought to have been 
resemblances of the Ohorubim of the Garden of Eden, or of those on 
the Mercy-seat. The Gentiles adopted them as memorials of de- 
ceased ancestors. Teraphim is said to be derived from Terah^ the 
father of Abram, and a maker of images. (See Note iii. to * Abram's 
Potterity; in Genesis.) 
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JUDGES. 19 

Conclnding Note to Judges. 

The Book of Judsfes forms an important link in the. 
history of the Israelites. It famishes us with a lively 
description of a fluctuating and unsettled nation; a 
striking picture of the disorders and dangers which 

freyailed in a republic without magistracy ; when ' the 
ighways were unoccupied, and the travellers walked 
through by-ways ' (ch. v. 6) ; when few prophets were 
appointed to control the people^ and ' eveiy one did that 
which was right in his own eyes ' (ch. xvii. 6). It is 
a most remarkable history of tne long-suffering of God 
towards the Israelites. Independently of the internal 
evidence of the authenticity of this sacred book, the 
transactions it records are not only cited or alluded to 
by other inspired writers, but are further confirmed by 
the traditions current among heathen nations. Thus the 
circumstance of Jephthah's devoting his daughter gave 
rise to the story of Iphigenia being sacrificed by her 
father, Agamemnon, to ^ain the gods over to his side 
{see Ovid, Metam. lib. ziii. ). The V ulpinaria, or Feast of 
JPoxeS; celebrated by the Romans at the Feast of Ceres, 
in tlie month of April (the Jewish harvest, but the 
Homan seed-time), in which they fixed burning torches 
to the tails of a number of foxes and let tnem run 
through the circus till they were burnt to death, said to 
be in revenge upon thiftt specied of anim&l fbr having once 
burnt up the fields of corn (see Ovtd, Fasti, lib. iv.), was 
evident^ derived from the story m Samson, and pro- 
bably conveyed into Italy by the Phoenicians. In the 
history of Samson and Delilah we have the original of 
Nisus, King of Megara, and his daughter Scylla, who 
cut off the fatal purple lock' u^n which victory de- 
pended, and gave it to hiisi en^mjr, MiUos, then at war 
with him, wno by that means destroyed both him and 
his kingdom (see Omd, Metam. lib. viii. fab. i.). And, 
fo niention no more, it appears highly probable that 
Samson is the original and essential Hercules of fiible. 
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RUTH. 



Origin of Name— by whom Written. 

The book of Kuth is so called from its relating the 
history of a Moabitess of that name ; and is evidently a 
supplement to Judges, and an introduction to the book 
of Samuel; between which it is placed with great pro» 
prietjr. 

This book has been attributed to various authors ; but 
the best founded and generally received opinion (in 
which the Jews coincide) is that which ascribes it to 
the prophet SamueL Others^ however, attribute it to 
Hez^ab, and some to Ezra, 

When Written. 

The time in which the events detailed in this book 
happened is involved in much obscurity and uncertainty. 
The following times are given by various writers: — 

Augustine refers it to the time of the regal govern- 
ment of the Hebrews. 
Josephus • • • . . refers it to the administration 

of Eli. 

Moldenhawer • * % „ „ lime of Ehud. 

Kabbi Eimchi . ^ , ,, „ time of Ibzan. 

Bp. Patrick and Home „ „ judicature of 

Gideon. 

Townsend ••••,, ,, time of Deborah. 

Lightfoot ••#•!; ,f time between 

Ehud and De- 
borah. 

Usher (who is followed by most chronologers) to 
the time of Shamgar. 

Principal Events. 

Z .ESimelecb, Me wife Naomi, and two aouft l^LaSiAotL 
^ad Cbilion, through famine; go to M.Oftb| ^^«» "Eiwar 
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lech dies, and MaUon and Chilion many Orpah and 
Ruth. 

2. Death of Mahlon and Chilion^ and return of Naomi 
(accompanied by Huth^ Mahlon's wife) to Bethlehem. 

3. Ruth gleans in the fields of Boaz (a kinsman of 
Elimelech)^ and is eyentually married to him. 

4. Genealogy of the Messiui from Judah through Euth. 
Note.— Descent of Christ from Bath. 

JUDAH. 

Phabbz. 

Eam. 
Amminasab. 

Nahshok. 

I 
Salmon. 

Boaz 
«BUTH. 

Qbxd. 

I 



7 Sons! DAVID. 



I. AND 11. SAMUEL. 



The two hooks of Samuel were considered in the 
Hebrew Oanon as one^ and in the Vulgate (see Intro- 
duction to '^ Salient Points/' Part I.) they are termftAtV^a. 
Irt and 2nd Books of Kings, «a \»\Ti^\.^<i ^\^ew^^««^ 
boolro contauiing the history oi t^i^^Sixi^ o1 ^sstw^«»sw 
Judah. 
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J. SAMUEL. 



By whom Written— Period com- 
prised. 

Samuel wrote the first 24 chapters of the fir^ book; 
the remainder of it, and the whoU of the second book, is 
supposed to be written by the prophets Gad and Nathan ; 
not only from 1 Chron. xxix. 29, where we read ' Now 
the acts of David the kingt first and last, behold they 
are written in the book of Samuel the seer, and in the 
book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book of Gad the 
seer,' but also from the fact that Samuel could not have 
written the whoU of the two books of Samuel, because 
his death is recorded in 1 Sam. xxv., the remainder of 
which book and the whole of the second book relate to 
events after Samuel's death. 

The 1st Book of Samuel comprises a period of 115 
years ; from the birth of Samuel, B.C. 1171^ to the death 
of Saul, B.C. 1056. 

Contents. 

It compriserthe transactions under the goremment of 
Eli, Samuel, Saul^ the first King, and the acts of David 
during Saul's lifetmie. 

Birth of Samuel^ B.C. 1171 (i sam. i.). 

Note I. — A few years before the jndgeslup of Samson, similar 
circumstancea which, attended the wife of Manoah, also attended 
Hannah, one of the wives of Elkanah. His other wife was Penln- 
nah, who derided Hannah on her barrenness, but npon Hannah 
calling npon God to give her a son, her prayer was heard, and 
eventnally Samuel was bom ; and after his infancy was passed, he 
was dedicated to the service of Gk>d, and left in charge of Bli. 

Note II. — SamnM, as a descendant of Levi, was the Lord's pro- 

. perty from 25 to 50 years of age ; but the vow (1 Sam. i. 11) bece 

implies that he should be consecrated to the Lord from his infancy 

to his death, and that he should not only act as a Levite, bat as a 

Iftaazite, 

The Fldlisimea defeat lsi8.e\, «ai^' 
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obtain possession of the Ark^ B.C. 

1141 G Sam. iv.). 



Death of Eli and his two sons^ 

B.C. 1141 (1 Sam. iv.). 

In B.C. 1141 the Israelites were defeated by the 
Philistines at Ebenezer, and 4.000 killed. On a second 
engagement shortly afterwards 30^000 men were slain^ 
mduding Hophni and Phinehas, Eli's sons, who received 
the penalty of their sins, as it had been foretold by the 
man of God (1 Sam. iii. 34). Eli also^ for his negligence 
in punishing his sons for their wickedness^ received notice 
of the destruction of his house^ and the advent of a more 
faithful priest. The death of his sons (which was 
deferred for 27 years after it was foretold) had not so 
great an effect upon Eli's mind as the news that the ark 
of God was taken; for when mention was made 'of the 
ark of God^ he fell from off the seat backward by the side 
of the gate^ and his neck brake, and he died/ at the age 
of 98 years^ after he had judged Israel 40 years. 

KOTB I.— Eli had goTemed Israel for some years aa an ordinary 
magistrate, at the time Samson -was the defender or deliTerer of 
IsraisL The 40 years, allnded to above, probably include the time 
of his ofBce both as hi^h priest and judge ; the first 20 years being 
the time of Samson's jndicatnre. Eli was the /irtt of the race of 
Ithamar, the fourth son of Aaron, who enjoyed the high priesthood, 
though by what means that dignity was transferred from Bleazar'a 
family to that of Ithamar, we are not informed ; (see Part I.; i)age 
22, note to PhinehaSf and page 50, Note in.) ; and he was succeeded 
in the priesthood by his third son, Ahitnb (or Ahiah), and in the 
government by Samuel. 

NoTB II.— The punishment due to disobedient children was death 
l^ stoning (Deut. zzi. 20, 21). 

Subsequent history of the Ark. 

The Ark was placed by the triumphant Philistines in the 
temple of Dagon at Ashdod. Here^ however^ the image 
of me idol fell prostrate before the Ark, and on being 
replaced fell down again, and was broken in pieces. Nor 
was this all; the Philistines themselves were smitten with 
emerods (probably hemorrhoidaoTY^^fc^* 'Y\\fc'^<s^*Q5ia^^^\^ 
and Vulgate add, after 1 Sam. ^.^, ' Aad ih* m^^l ^^J]^^ 
'^ion produced micey and there vooa tKc c(mj>www^ oj «• ^ 
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death m the city,* After being plagued thus for seyen 
months, they i*esolyed to send back the ark to Israel, accom" 
panied with offerings^ viz. five golden mice and five golden 
emerods (no doubt emblematic of the visitation they had 
suffered, see Note II. below); destined, as they honed, to 
appease the God of Israel. They set the ark ana offer- 
ings on a new cart drawn by two milch cows, and these 
eventually brought it to Bethshemesh (the inhabitants 
of which place were reaping their wheat harvest), where 
it was received" with joyml welcome, and the cattle 
offered as a sacrifice upon a fire made with the wood of 
the cart. The Bethsnemites, however, ventured with 
profane curiosity to look into the ark, in contradiction to 
an express command of God, and for this offence, many 
(50,070 as recorded in 1 Sam. vi. 19, see Note I. below) 
were smitten with a pla&^e. The survivors of Bethshe* 
mesh, therefore, asked the people of Kirjath-Jearim to 
take charge of the ark, which thev willinfflv did, and it 
remained deposited in the house or AbinadaD at Kirjath-^ 
Jearim till tne time of David — a period of twenty years. 

NoTB I.— As it is vezy improbable tbat the village of Bethshemeeli 
sbonld contain, or be capable of employing 50,070 men in the fiekis 
at wheat harvest, it is generally allowed that there is some cor- 
ruption in the text, or that some explanatory word is omitted : — 

The Vulgate has *»eptuagirUa vivos, et quinquaginta millia 
plebUf eeventy (chief) men and 50,000 (common) peopte. 

The Targnm, ' <tf the elden of Oie people seventy men,and of the eon* 
gregatUm 50,000.' 

The Syriac and Arabic, * 5070 mm.* 

Josephns (lib. vi., cap. i., sec 4), and three of Dr. Eennioot^ 
mannscripts have only 70 men. 

Some learned men, however, by supplying mem (= out of) render 
the number 70 men, 60 out of & thousand, which supposes about 
1,400 present, and that a 20th part were dain. 

Note II.^* Make images of your emerods, and images of your 
mice that mar the land (1 Sam. vi. 5). It was eostomary for 
the ancient heathen to offer to their gods such monuments of their 
deliverance as represented the evils from which they had been 
rescued. Tavemier, a celebrated French traveller, informs n» 
that among the Indians, wheal a pilgrim goes to one of the pagodas 
for a cure, he brings the figure of the memb^ affected, made of 
gold, silver, or copper, aoooiding to circumstances, which he offers 
to his god. 

NoTB III.— In B.C. 1120, 20 yean after the victory of the Fhilis- 

tines, Samuel assembled aU Israel to Mizpeh, and cidled upon the 

people to put away Baal and Ashtaroth, and serve God only. But 

this great meeting so alarmed the PhUistines (who had been so terror- 

Btricken by ^e Bufteirlnga which befel them during the possession of 

tbe ark, that they had not since made any toxoadaoii^^'\B.t«^\«ft>> 

Jhat, bastUy coiUecting their forces, they teU Txpou \>\iA aaacEoiy^i ^^sviX. 

wtb the aaeistaace ota tbnnderstann tho IsrMimM v&nfi& «> ^^ob^* 
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]plete victory, and rebovered their cities from Ekron to Gath ; and 
the PhilistineB did not trouble Israel all the days of Samnel (I Sam. 
yii. 1 8). This victory was commemorated by the erection of a stone, 
at the very place where> 20 years before, the ark had been taken* 

The Israelites desire a Eing^ B.C. 

1095 (1 Sam. viii.). 

Causes which led to it. 

During twelve years from the assembly at Mizpeh^ 
Samuel discharge the duties of sole governor; but 
havinff become very old, he appointed his two sons^ Joel 
and Aoiah^ judges or deputies for the southern portion 
of the country. They, however, ' walked not in his ways, 
but turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, and per- 
verted judgment ' (1 Sam. viii. 3). This maladminis- 
tration (combined with a threatened invasion by Nahash 
the Ammonite, 1 Sam. xii. 12, and foreseeing the evils 
which they thought would follow the death of Samuel,) 
caused the Israehtes to desire a change in the govern- 
ment; ' Make us a king to judge us like all the nations ' 
(1 Sam. viii. 6) ; which eventually Samuel did in the 
person of SauL 

NoTB.— It had been foretold by Ifoaes sbme 850 years before, tliat 
a desire for regal government would arise after the settlement of the 
people in Canaan ; and a regidation was made xespecting the 
appointment :— 

Dent. xvii. 14. — * When thon art come tmto the land -which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, and shalt pOEsess it, and shalt dwelt 
therein, and shalt say, I will set a king Qfver me, like as all the 
nations that are abont me ; 

15. * Thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee, whom the 
Lord thy Qod shall choose : one ftx>m among thy brethren, shalt 
thou set king over thee : thou mayest not set a stranger over thee, 
whidiL ifl not thy brother.* 



Saul anointed King 

1095 (1 Sam. X.). 



KoTB.— The following history of Sanl is given by the. Af^^ums, a 
peoidfl generally supposed to be of Jewish origin. In a war which 
raged between the children of Israel and the Amalekites, the latter, 
being victorioiu, plundered the Jews, and obtained possession of the 
Ark of the Covenant. Considering this (as) the Gk>d of the Jews 
they threw it into the fire, whidi did not affect it. The^ eftee««s:^ 
attempted to cleave it with axefs, Yn^-^iSSilliiJoaX. «Qfi«a»N ^s'sk^ '^^^ 
vidnal who treated It with indignlLtj ^»«aVHsMMA.^g^^^^g^^. 



Tbey then placed It in their t(emp'te,\wA. «S\. ^^s^J^^S^^^s***^"^ 
At length they fastened It upon a con», ^>k^«».x»»^ ^^»* 
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the -witderneas. When the prophet Samud aroee, the diildren of 
■ Israel said to him, * We have been totally sabdned by the Amale- 
kites, and have no king. Baiae to ns a king, that we may be en- 
abled to contend for the glory of Gkd.' 3amael said, * In case yon 
are led out to battle, are yon determined to fight?' They 
answered, ' What has befallen us, that we should not fight against 
infidds ? That nation has banished os from our country and chil- 
dren.' At this time the angel Gabriel descended, and deliyering a. 
wand said, ' It is the command of God that the person whose stature 
shaU correspond with this wand shall be king of Israel.' Melee 
TcUut was, at that time, a man of inferior condition, and performed 
■ the humble employment of feeding the goats and cows of others. 
One day a cow mider his charge was accidentally lost. Being dis- 
appointed in his searches, he was greatly distressed, and applied 
to Samuel, saying, * I haye lost a cow, and I do not possess the 
means of satisfying the owner. Pray for me, that I may be extri- 
cated from this diflBcnlty.' Samuel perceiving that he was a man 
of lofty stature, asked his name. He answered * Taint.' Samuel 
then said, ' Measure Talut with the wand which the angel Gabriel 
brought.' His stature was equal to it. Samnel then aaid, *God 
has raised Talut to be your king.' The children of Israel answered, 
* We are greater than our king. We are men of dignify, and he is 
of inferior condition. How shall ho be our king ? ' Samuel in- 
formed them they should know that Gkid had constituted Taint 
Idug, by his restoring the Ark of the Covenant. He accordingly 
restored it, and they acknowledged him their sovereign.— ilnoMc 
Researches, vol. ii., p. 119. 

Saul defeats the Ammonites^ B.C. 

1095 (1 Sam. 3d.). 

Scarcely had Saul ascended the throne, when Nahash 
the Ammonite besieged Jabesh Gilead, and declared that 
he would only come to terms on condition of thrusling 
out their right eyes (Note L). Saul, however, lost no 
time in summoning the tribes to war, by distributing 
amougthem the pieces of two slaughtered oxen (Notell.); 
and haying thus rsdsed an arm^, defeated the Ammonites 
with great slaughter. Samuel, m the midst of the rejmdng 
on account of this splendid victory, invited the people 
to meet him at Gilgal, where he 

(1) Oonfirmed the election of Saul by sacrifices and 
rejoicing. 

^2^ Testified his own integrity. 

(3; Again reproved the people for ingratitude to 
Jehovah in demanding a king. 

(4) Punished their wickedness by a terrible tempest 
of thunder and rain, during wheat harvest. 

iVoT^ J. — Nabaeh'B cmel oondition wonld «erv« at «mc» «» v^XaA^ 
at tbeir sAnfgfy, and a meaiis of incapaKdJbaAiDi^ \3tMBa tEcna Xn&i^ 
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3. Spaked AGAa and the best op the Amalekites' 
Cattle, b.c. 1079 (1 Sam. xv.). — ^About the eleventli 
year of his reign^ Samuel charged Saul to accomplish 
the utter destruction of the Amalekites, which had oeen 
foretold in Deut. xxv. 17-19 (see Note I.). He accord- 
ingly marched against, and entirely overcame them, but 
he cnose to spare the life of Agag their king, and to take 
possession of some of their cattle. He was met by 
Samuel, who charged him with the crime of disobedience 
to the Divine command, adding, 'Because thou hast 
rejected the word of the Lord, He hath also rejected thee 
£rom being king. .... The Lord hath rent the 
kingdom of Israel from thee this day.' Agag was ac- 
cordingly executed by Samuel in the presence of Said^ 
after which 'Samuel came no more to see Saul imtil 
the day of his death ' (1 Sam. xv. 36). 

Note I. — ^The Amaliskites, a people trho inhabited a tract of 
country on the frontiers of Egypt and Canaan, had opposed ths 
Israelites on their march from Egypt (see imdcr Rephidimt Part I., 
p. 29); and God then purposed that Amalek, as a nation, should be 
blotted out from under heaven ; but it had been si)ared tUl it had 
filled up the measure of its iniquities, and now this purpose is carried 
into effect by Saul, upwfurds of 400 years afterwards 1 Nothing 
could justify such an exterminating decree, but the absolute 
authority of God ; and this was given : all the reasons of it we do 
not know ; but this we know well, Oie Judge of all the earth doth right. 

Note II. — It has been a matter of wonder to many how Samuel 
could thus slay a captive prince, even in the presence of Saul, who 
from motives of clemency had spared him ; but ib should be remarked, 
that what Samuel did here, he did in his magisterial capacity ; and 
that Agag had been a cruel tyrant, and therefore was cut off for his 
merdless cruelties. Farther, it is not likely that he did it by his 
oum stDord, but by that of the executioner. What kings, magistrates, 
and generals do, in an official way, by their subjects, servants, or 
Boldiers, they are said to do themaelves :— qui f acit per alium, facib 
perse. 

The events of the next fourteen years have not been 
distinguished by any mention in the sacred record. At 
the expiration of that time, Samuel was divinely com-' 
missioned to proceed from his residence at Ramah to 
Bethlehem, to anoint David. — JRiddle^s Scripture History. 

3. He sought counsel of the Witch of Endo^ B.a 

1056 (1 Sam. xxviiL). — ^The Philistine army, imder 

AchiBh, had again invaded Palestine and encamped on 

Mount OUhoa, * And when Saul saw the host of the 

■PliillsidiieB^ be was a^aid, and his heart greatly tiemV^'e^. 

-^Mdwhen Saul enquired of the Lord, thieliaNL anarwet^ 
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him not, neither hy dreams, nor hy Urim, not^ hj 
prophets * (1 Sam. xxviii. 6). In 1 Chron. x. 14 it is 
saia that * Saul enquired not of the Lord.' He therefore 
had recourse to a woman residing at Endor, near Mount 
Tahor, who was supposed to possess the power of 
divination hj necromancy, or professed to hold communion 
with the invisible world. Tnese persons were forbidden 
by the Mosaic Law (Deut. xyiii. 10, 11), and Said had 
himself been veiy energetic in exterminating them 
(1 Sam. xxviii. 3). Consequently, after exacting an 
oath of Saul that he would not inform against her, she, 
by God's permission, and at Saul's re<j[uest, brought up 
Samuel, who informed him that the kmgdom was given 
to David, adding that ' the Lord will also deliver Israel 
with thee into the hand of the Philistines, and to-morrow 
shalt thou and thy sons be with me ' (1 Sam. xxviii. 19). 
Shortly i^ter the* broken-hearted monarch returned to 
the fated field. 

KoTE. — There is coiudderable diversily of opinion relative to thia 
appearance to SaoL Some learned men say it was SeUati who per- 
sonated Samuel ; and others maintain that it was all an imposition 
of this canning woman, and that there was no supemcUural agency 
at alL But the most probable opinion seems to be, that Samitel 
hinuelf did actually apoear to Saul, not by the pow^ of enchant- 
ment, but by the appointment and especial mercy of God ; to warn 
this inSataated monarch of his an>roaching end, that he might 
repent of, and tnm from, his evil way. There is not the smallest 
intimation of chicanery or Satanic inflnehce given in the text ; but 
on the contrary, from the plain and obvious meaning of the 
language employed, it is perfectly evident that it was Samuel 
himaeif as ia expressed in 1 Sam. xxviii. 14, 

David anointed king by Samnel^ 

B.C. 1063 (1 Sam. xvi. 13). 

KoTB.~When this happened David was about 15 years old. 

David slays Goliath^ B.C. 1063 

(1 Sam. xvii.). 

KoTB J.— The valley of Elah,—'Dt. Bichardson says, that in about 
20 minutes, in an easterly direction, from the cave of St. John 
(which is about two hours or six miles, in a westerly direction, from 
Jerusalem), they came to the valley of Elah ; which position seems 
to agree with that of Shochoh and Ajsekah. He d»iKx*Cc^uii '^ ^a^*- *«» 
email valley, and the place of the&i elic«xxl\m<e^CL\•^&v:^x^J^^s^"^^^°"'^^ 
it naiTows intoa broad, deep Tavine ; -part c«. V\. ^«^ 'c^ '^^^^i^ 
pturt of it was under the plough., "w\iio'ti -««» ^'"^'T^^ \&&f8C "*« 
of ozdo. A smaU itieexa wbich laaA ^^toroaiSK. tasw*** ^i«.-«- 
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■tony bed, passes through It from east to west, from which, we we 
informed, David chose out five smooth stones, and hasted and 
ran to meet the haughty champion of G-ath. A well of water undco: 
the bank, with a few olive trees above, oa the north side of the valley, 
are said to mark the Rpot of the shepherd's triumph over his boasting 
antagonist. Saul and his men probably occupied the side of the 
valley which is nearest to Jerasalem, on which the ground is higher 
and more rugged than on the other side.' 

Note II. — Several portions of the 16th and two following chap- 
ters of 1 Sam., giving the history of David, seem inoonsifttent and 
out of order ; but the apparent inconsistency is readily removed. 
From the 12th to the Slst verse inclusive, the 41rt, and from the 
64th to the end of chapter rvli., with the five .first verses, and the 
9th, 10th, 11th, 17th, 18th, and 19th of chapter xviii., are all want- 
ing in the Vatican copy of the Septnagint ; and they are supposed 
by Dr. Kennicott and others to be a|i interpolation. But, as Bp. 
Horfsley observes, it appears from many circumstances of the story, 
that David's combat with Goliath was many years prior to Saul's 
madness, and David's introduction to him as a musician. In the 
first place, David was qnite a youth when he engaged with Gk>liath, 
(ver. 33-42) ; when, introduced to Saul, he was of full age (chap, 
xvi. 18). Again, tS.is combat was his ^rst appearance in public 
life, and his flrsl mUUary exploit (ver. 3fi, 38, 39) : when introduced 
as a.musician. he was a inan.(^ established character, and a man of 
war (ch. xvi. 18). Now, the just conclusion is, that the last ten 
verses of ch. xvi. have been misplaced ; their true places being be- 
tween the 9th and 10th verses of ch. xviii. Let them be removed 
there, and the whole apparent disorder and inconsistency will be 
removed. 

Death of Samuel, B.C. 1060 

(1 Sam. XXV.). 

Philistine invasion— Saul consults 
Witch of Endor, B.C. 1056 (isam.xxviii.). 

In 1 Sam. xxix. 4, we find that the Philistine princes 

refused to allow David to ^o with them against the 

Israelites, and requested Aqhish to send him away. In 

thus acting the princes reasoned wisely, according_to the 

common practice of mankind ; and it was well for" David 

that they were such good politicians ; it was ordered by 

a gracious Providence that they refused to let David go 

with them to this battle, in which he must have "been 

either an enemy to his country, or false to his friends 

and to his trust. Had he fought for the Philistines he 

would have fought against God and his coimtry;; and 

Itad be in the battle gone over to the Israelites he would 

^are deceived and become a traitor to \.\i^ \ioamtable 

-Acliisb, God therefore delivered Hm horn aucti ^- 
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.grace ; and by tbe same kind Providence he was sent 
back to rescue his wives, and the wives and children of 
liis people^ from captivity. 

Death of Saul, B.C. 1056 (isam.xxxi.). 

Note.— In 1 Sam. rxxi.' 4, ' Therefore Saul took a sword,* ^ould 
rather be, Therefore Saul took t?te sword — ^i.e. his armour-bearer**, 
who, according to the Jews, was Doeg ; and if so, then Saul and his 
executioner fell by the same sword with which they massacred the 
jnriests of God at Nob. 

The principal events in the life of 
Saul. 

(l)_S,aul anointed king by Samuel, B.C. 1095 
(1 Sam. X.). 

(2) Deieats the Ammonites under Nahash, B.o. 1095 

(1 Sam. xi.). 

(3) Defeats the Philistines, B.C. 1093 (1 Sam. xiii.).^ 

Note I. — ^In 1 Sam. ziii. 5, the Philistine army is said to consist 
of 30,000 chariots, and 6,000 horsemen. The Philistines had, no 
doubt, collected troops in this emergency, from all the surrounding 
nations ; but the number of chariots is immensely large, and wholly 
disproportioned to the number of their cavalry. It is probable, 
therefore, that for 80,000 we should read 3,000, with the Syriac and 
Antbic. 

Note II.— The reason why no smith was found throughout all 
the land of Israel was, probably, that the Philistines in the former 
wars had carried away all the smiths from Israel, as Porsenna did 
in the peace which he granted to the Romans, not permitting ai)y 
iron to be forged, except for the purposes of agriculture : — ' Ne ferro, 
nisi in agriculture, uterentur.' The same policy was resorted to by 
the Chaldeans, in the time of Nebuchadnezzar ; and Cyrus trt-ated 
the Lydians in the same vxeLnnnr.—Hei^odotus, 

(4) Defeats the Moabites, Edomites, and Amalekites, 

B.C. 1079 (1 Sam. xiv. 47, 48 ; xv.). 
(6) Massacres the priests at Nob for their assistance 
to David when he fled from Saul's court, 
B.C. 1062 (1 Sara. xxii. 17-19). 

Note. — In 1 Sam. xxii. 18, the nnmber of persons slain is four 
score and five. The Septaagint reads ihree hundred and five men, 
and Josephus three hundred and eighty-five men. Probably the 85 
were priests, and the 300 the family of the priests ; 385 being the 
whole population of Nob. 

(6) Saul in David's power at Engedi, but is not hurt, 

B.O. 1061 (1 Sam. xxiv.). 

(7) Saul in David's power a"w\^\.7:^^^^^svii^^^^^^^^ 

to depart 8catlie\eaa, ^.o.\^^ ^ '^^^^ ^^^^-^^ 
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(8) Saul consults the witch of Endor at the invadon 

by the Philistines, B.C. 1056 (1 Sam. xxviii.). 

(9) Saul commits suicide^ B.c. 105C (1 Sam. xzxi.). 

Sons of the Prophets. 

What the precise nature of the occupation of the 
' Sons of the Prophets/ or ' company of the Prophets ' 
(1 Sam. X. 6 ; xix. 20-24) was, is not known ; but it is 
supposed that they were schools or colleges for instruct- 
ing young men in the Ceremonial Law. It is most likely 
that the prophets were selected from them, as may be 
inferred firbm Amos vii. 14, 16, where he states, ' I was 
no prophet, neither was I a prophet's son ; . . . And 
the Lord said unto me. Go, prophesy unto my people 
Israel.' Samuel is the first to speak of them^ though it 
is uncertain whether he instituted them. 
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II. SAMUEL. 



By whom written.— Period com- 
prised. 

For ' By whom written/ see First Book of SamueL 
The history contained in this hook comprises a period 
of 39 years, from B.C. 1066 to B.C. 1017. 

Contents. 

It contains nearly 40 years' history of Dayid ; includ- 
ing:— 

(1) His triumphs. 

(2) His trouhles. 

(3) His restoration to the throne. 

(4) Subsequent transactions. 

David made king at Hebron^ B.C. 

1055 (2 Sam. ii.). 

At* the death of Saul, David was residing at Ziklag, 
which had been ^ven to him by Achish, kmg of Gath, 
for military service rendered. He accordingly sought 
Divine direction concerning his own course, and was 
ordered to go to Hebron, where he was immediately 
elected and anointed as Iheir king by the men of Judah. 
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Revolt of Abner to David, B.C. 
1053.— KiUed by Joab, B.C. 1048 

(2 Sam. iii.). 

About 2 jears after Ishboslieth Had been made king 
at Mahanaim, hostilities commenced between the two 
portions of the divided kingdom, in the course of which 
Asahel, the brother of Joao^ was slain by Abner. But 
some time after, being reprimanded by Ishbosheth for 
having married Rizpah, a concubine of Saul's, Abner 
immediately made arrangements for bringing over the 
11 tribes (tne kingdom of Israel) to David. Before he 
agreed to this, however, David requested the restoration 
of Michal, which was accordingly done; but Abner soon 
fell by the hand of Joab^ in revenge for his slaying 
Joab's brother, Asahel. 

NoTB I.— As Michal was liot divorced, bnt violently sepftrated 
from David, he had a legal right to demand her, and was justified 
in receiving her again. It is probable also, that her marriage with 
Phaltiel was a force upon her inclination ; and whatever adxection 
be might have for her, it was highly criminal for him to take 
another man's wife. David required Michal probably both out of 
afFection for her, and to strengthen his interest, by assarting his 
afSnity with the house of Saul. 

Note II.— Another reason for Joab slajring Abner, beside that 
recorded above, might have been that he was afraid, lest Abner, 
after rendering such essential service to David, should be made the 
general of the army ; and therefore, under pretence of avenging the 
death of his brother, he treacherously assassinated the unsuspecting 
and too confiding Abner : and such was the power of this cool- 
blooded and nefarious murderer, that the kii^ dared not bring him 
to justice for his crime. Bnt, while Joab's conduct cannot *be too 
severely reinrobated, the justice of God is apparent in Abner'spunish- 
ment ; who, from ambition; had pertinaciously, against bis con- 
science, opposed the declared will of God ; and was induced, by 
base resentment, to desert Ishbosheth, and offer his services to 
David. 

Death of Ishbosheth, B.C. 1048 

(2 Sam. iv.). 

Ishbosheth having been deserted by his general, had 

now only the name of kin^. He was speeduv murdered 

in his bed by two of his own officers^ Kechab and 

.Baanah, who carried his head to David at Hebron, in 

-iiope of a reward; inatead of which they met with a 

^^Jl-merited rebuke, and experienced, the 4eeX\x of 
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KoTB. — In 2 Sam. iv. 6, vre read that Baanaih and Rechab ' came 
into the midst of the house; as though they would have fetched 
wheat, and they smote him under tbe fifth rib.' The following will 
show with what facility and absence of suspicion Ishboeheth's death 
might have happened. By Dr. Percy we are informed, that it is still 
the custom of the East to allow the soldiers a certain quantity of 
eorrif with other articles of provision, together with some pay ; and 
as it was the custom to grind the com, as needed, at the break of 
day, these two captains very naturally went the day before to the 
palace, where the king's stores appear to have been kept, to fetch 
wheat, in order to distribute to the soldiers under them, to be ground 
at the accustomed hour in the morning. The princes of the East in 
those days, as appears from the history of David, reposed on their 
couches till the cool of the evening ; they therefore came in the heat 
of the day, when they knew their master would be resting on his 
bed ; and as it was necessary to have the com before it was needed, 
their coming at that time, though it might be earlier than usual, 
ezdted no suspicion. 

Jerusalem taken, B.C. 1048 (2 sam. 

V. 6-10). 

The lower part of Jerusalem having fallen into the 
hands of the Jebusites, who had long held the upper 
part, the whole of which was considered impregnable, 
David marched against it, and having reduced it, made 
it his capital ; and with the assistance of Hiram, Xing of 
Tyre, wno sent materials and workmen, he built a royal 
residence on Mount Zion ; from which it was called the 
< CUy of David: 

The Ark removed from Eiijath- 
jeorim to Jerusalem, B.C. 1042 

(2 Sam. vi.). 

Having twice defeated the Philistines and become, as 
it were, established in his kingdom, David*s next con- 
sideration was to bring up the Ark (which had remained 
for 20 years in the house of Abinadab) to Jerusalem, 
great preparations being made for a public procession; 
but the proceedings were marred by certain inadvertent 
irregularities. Instead of having it carried on the shoiil- 
ders of the Kohathites, as directed by the law, David 
kad it placed on a new cart^ under the cai*e of Uzzah and 
Ahio, sons of Abinadab. The motion of the vehicle 
causing it to be much shaken, XStis^ ^>qX. VstSisOsss&^ccKssSs. 
tosteadjit, 'and Godsmotb\LVmioTV^a«tTQ^x;, «s.^"^^^ 
be died by the ark of Ood,' Ooi^aRnsvxBoJe^'S \i^,^;^^^^ 
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outside the city in the house of Obed-Edom^ for three 
months, during which time such blessings attended Obed 
and his family that David was encouraged, and eventually 
brought it into Jerusalem with sacrifices and rejoicings. 

Note I. — The Kohathites, who were appointed to carry the Ark, 
after it was coyered by the priests, were forbidden to tonch it on 
pidn of death ; bat TJzzah, who certainly was no priest, probably 
with some d^ee of irreyerence, having presumed to lay his hand 
upon the Ark, which perhaps was not covered, thns incurred the 
penalty due to his rashness and precipitancy. 

Note II.— David's next care was to build a temple for the Ark, but 
through Nathan God declared that it should not be built by David: 
who had been a man of war, and had shed blood (1 Chron. xxviii. 3), 
but by his son and successor on the throne. 

Note III.— For the taunting remark uttered by Michal in 1 Sam. 
▼i. 30, she was afflicted with perpetual barrenness. The expression, 
* who uncovered himself,' in the above verse, simply implies that 
David had divested himself of his royal robes, in order to appear 
humble before the Lord, by assimilating himsdf to the condition of 
one of the priests or Levites ; for we find that he was ' girded with a 
Unen ephod' ; and consequently, no part of his body was exposed, 
having only put off his outer garments. The terms uncovered or 
ndkedt frequently mean no more than this in Scripture (see 1 Sam. 
six. 24 ; St. John xxi. 7). So the ancient Germans are said by some 
writers to have appeared naked ; but the representation of Tacitus 
is r^ectd veste tuperiore, * having thrown off their uppei' garments.* 

David's additional Conquests. 

Shortly after the Ark was deposited at Jerusalem, 
David still further established his kingdom by subduing 
the Philistines and taking Gath; the Moabites; the 
Syrians^ under Hadarezer ; and the Edomites ; thereby 
extending his dominions, according to the promise made 
to Abraham, from the Euphrates on the north and east^ 
to the Hed Sea on the south. 

Note.— In 1 Chron. zviiL 4, the phrase 'David also houghed all 
the chariot horses ' of Hadarezer, should be rendered, * David dt«- 
Jdnted all the chariot* ; * which is nearly the rendering of the Sep- 
tuagint. To have houghed the horses would have been botih 
unreasonable and inhuman ; for, as he had gained a complete vic- 
tory, there was no danger of their falling into the hands of the 
enemy, and if he did not choose to keep them, which indeed the law 
would not allow, he ought to have killed them outright. 

Mephibosheth adopted by David, 

jB,C, 1040 C2Sam.ix.). 

- ^^^^r the above conquests. DaTid, Twn6mL\i«rlag hia 
pjedg-e to the affectionate Jonatlian, aioipta^ "b^ wa 
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MepMboslieth^ and placed him under the care of Ziba, 
an old servant of Saul ; appointed him a seat at the 
royal table ; and restored to nim all the property of Saul. 
But at the time of Absalom's rebellion, Ziba, having 
falsely represented Mephibosheth as taking part in the 
revolt, received all the property which haa formerlv 
been given to Mephibosheth ; but upondiscoveringZibas 
deception, when Mephibosheth came loyally forward to 
welcome David's return on the quelling of the revolt, 
the king restored to him half of the confiscated property. 

KoTB. — From Davjd having appointed that Mephibosheth should 
eat bread always at his table, it might be inferred that he continn- 
ally resided at the palace, taking all his meals there, ko. ; but on a 
closer inspection of 2 Sam. ix. 10, we find that Ziba and his sons 
were to till the land, * that thy master's son may have food to eat.' 
Sir John Chardin understands the passages 2 Sam. iz. 10 and 13, 
which speak of Mephiboeheth's sitting at the royal table, as point- - 
ing out a right to a seat there when the repast -waaptAlie and solemn. 
Hence, though Mephibosheth was to eat at all public times at the 
king's table, yet he would want the produce of his lands for food at 
other times ; which it was necessary for Ziba to understand. 

Cause of Ammonite War, B.C. 1037 

(2 Sam. X.). 

This was occasioned in the followingmanner : — ^Nahash, 
the Ammonite King^ an old friend of David's, dying 
ahout this time, David sent ambassadors to condole with 
the new king, Hanun, son of Nahash ; but they had no 
sooner arrived when the Ammonite princes persuaded 
Hanun that thev were sent as spies ; accordingly they 
were treated with the greatest indignity, and sent back 
with their beards shaved off, and &e lower portion of 
their clothes cut off. Consequently David despatched a 
large army against the Ammonites, who were reinforced 
by the Syrian troops. Joab was victorious against the 
Ammonite portion, and his brother, Abishai, against the 
Syrian contmgent. But the Syrians, being vexed at 
their defeat, Hadarezer sent and collected a large army 
from beyond Euphrates to oppose Israel, but these, under 
Shobach, were completely routed by David^ Shobach 
slain^ and the countiy made tributary. 

Note L— The beard is hdd in high. tesi^aQfo «sA^E^»i&^ -^^ajns^«^ 
the East : the poaaeBBOt coi\^idL«i% VX. «a\^ «w«!«a*. ^""^f^^^x,?^ 
Bweaxabyit; and^inma^tera <Aww»\.Vmv«tosv^>'^^5^c^^ 
aotbing can be more aecure 13I:vba. «a!^ «. v^s^^ «^^^ 
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redeem it at the hazard of his life. Thebeazdwas never cut off but 
in mourning, or as a sign of slavery. It is customary to shave the 
Ottoman jnlnces, as a mark of their subjection to the reigning 
emperor. The beard is a ma A of authority and liberty among the 
Kahometans : the Persians, who clip the beard, and shave above 
the jaw, are reputed heretics. They who serve in the seraglios, have 
their bc^xUi shaven, as a sign of servitude ; nor do they suffer it to 
grow till the Sultan has set them at liberty. Among the Arabians, 
it Ib more infamous for anyone to appear with his beard cut off, 
than among us to be publicly whipped or branded ; and many would 
prefer death to such a punishment. — Niebuhr. 

Note II. — In 1 Chron. xix. 7, we read that Hanun hired 33,000 
chariots. Thirty-two thousand soldiers, exclusive of the thousand 
sent by the King of Maachah, are mentioned in the parallel passage 
(2 Sam. z. 6) ; but of chariots or cavalry there is no mention ; and 
the number at chariots stated here is prodigious, and beyond all 
credibility. But, as the word translated chariot denotes not only a 
chariot, but a rider, it ought most probably to be rendered in a col- 
lective sense, cavalry ; and then the number of troops will exactly 
agree with the passage in Samuel. 

David's First great Error— Death 
of Uriah, B.C. 1035 (2 sam. xi.). 

While Joab was sent to reduce Habbah, David com- 
mitted adultery with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, one 
of his officers, who was fighting with Joab before 
Kabbah. To hide his guilt, he caused Uriah to be 
placed in the fiercest part of the siege, where he soon 
fell j and after a long siege Kabbah was reduced^ and the 
Ammonites entirely subjugated. 

Note I.— By means of the parable recorded in 2 Sam. xii., Darid 
unconsciously became his own judge— the sentence pronounced by 
Kathan being 

(1) That the child by Bathsheba should die. 

(2) That his own wiyee should be abused ; which happened dnriog 
the rebellion of Absalom (2 Sam. xvi.). 

. (3) That the sword should never depart from his house ; alludfipg 
to the subsequent trouble caused by the manner in which Am- 
non, Absalom, and Adonijah met with their deaths. 

KoTB n.— The whole of Bathsheba's conduct (2 Sam. zi. 27) indi- 
cates that she observed the/orm without feeling thepower of sorrow. 
She lost a captain, and got a king for her husband ; and therefore, 

Lacrymas non sponte cadentes 
Effudit ; gemitusque expressit pectoA laeto ; 

* She shed reluctant tears ; and forced out groans from a cheerful 
breast I' 

Note m.— The punishment inflicted upon the Ammonites (2 

Sam. zii. 81) may, upon first sight, appear inhuman ; but the phrase 

*put them under saws,' &c., should rather read, put them to saWs, 

sad /b barrows, and to axes, &c. ; as we say, to put a person to the 

pJoagb, 4? the anvil, to the last, &c. The parallel paBsagdinl Chron. 

A 1?^ ebould accordingly read, 'he irat them to bkw«,* tBA.t\x^s^«ui 

or the text, 'he cui them with sawB,* &c 
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Birth of Solomon, B.C. 1033 (s sam. 

Xll.). 

Absalom's Rebellion, Defeat, and 
Death, B.C. 1023 (2 sam. xv.). 

Pbincipal Events comsfECTED with Absalom's 
Revolt. 

(1) His return from Geshur, whither he had gone after 
the murder of Amnon. 

'2) His proclamation, ' Absalom reigneth in Hebron.* 
S) David leaves Jerusalem, being cursed on the way 
by Shimei. 

^4) Absalom abuses his father's concubines ; thus ful- 
filbng the sentence of Nathan (see Note i. (2) p. 40). 

(6) Ahithophel, ' whose counsel was like the oracle of 
God/ hangs himself because his advice was not followed. 

(6) Absalom slain by Joab. 

KOTE.— JOAB SUPERSEDED BY AmASA. 

Ko sooner was the rebellion of Absalom pat down, than that of 
Bheba began ; tiirongh the zeal and enthusiasm with which the tribe 
of Jiidah had conducted the king bank to the capital, Amasa, the 
king's nephew, and late general of Absalom's forces (see OtneaJogy 
of David f p. 34) , had been appointed to the same post in David's army, 
aa Joab was d^aded for having slain Absalom contrary to the 
king's esptcBA orders ; and he was accordingly ordered to proceed 
against Sheba ; but not being punctual, Abishai was ordered to stop 
ib^ rebellion. Joab accompanied his brother, and meeting with 
Amasa at Gibeon, assaeeinated htm. Sheba being killed by the 
inhabitants of Abel, the revolt was pub down. 

Three Tears' Famine, B.C. 1021 

— B.C. 1018 (2 Sam. xxi.). 

A famine, which now visited the land of Israel during 
three successive years, led David to enquire of Qod the 
cause. He was informed that it was in consequence of 
Saul's having massacred the Gibeoiiites in his mistaken 
zeal for Israel and Judah. The famine ceased upon 
fulfilment of the conditions imposed by the Gibeonites, 
which were, that seven of SauFs sons should be delivered 
up to them; by whom they were executed. 

NOTE.~The remains of theaiB wwenTasscL^-^Hfe. ^SDaXswg?^^^^^, 
and Jonathan, which hadbowi\>Tou^\.ttOTa.^^ito^-^^^j^3^ss 
they had hitherto been In embody, ^«s» «j\\n.\«ctso.^««=» 
tsanily sepulchre of Klski. 
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David's Second Error— Numbering 
the People, B.C. 1017 (2 sam. xxiv.). 

After all David's successes lie^ either from pride or 
from a desire to consolidate and augment the royal 
power, commanded Joab to number the people; and, 
notwithstanding Joab's remonstrance, at the end of nine 
months and twenty days the number was brought to 
him, Tiz., Ju4ah 800,000 fighting men, and Israel, 
600)000, making a total of 1,300,000, exclusiye of Levi 
and Benjamin. Gad was, by God's conunand, sent to 
David with a choice of three punishments, viz. : — 

A seren yews' famine, 

A three months' defeat in war, or, 

Three days' pestilence. 

Preferring to trust to the mercj of God, David chose 
the three oays' pestilence, durmg which 70,000 men 
perished. He atoned for his sin by purchasing the 
threshing-floor of Araunah, and by offering burnt and 
peace onerings. 

NoTB I.— We know not ezpresBly in what tbe sinfiilnesB of this 
action consisted ; but this is manifest, from 1 Chron. xzi. 1, that 
Batan was the tempter, and Dayid yielded to the temptation in con- 
tempt of the promise that the Israelites should be innmnerable, 
even as the sand (mthe seashore that cannot be nmnbered ; and that 
they ought not, therefore, to haye been numbered without an eziness 
command from the Lord. It appears that a desire of conquest 
induced David to this measure, and rendered it very displeasing to 
Qod, 

NoTB n.— In the parallel place in 1 Ohron. xzi. 6, the men of 
Israel are said to be 1,100,000, and the men of Judah 470,000 ; to 
reconcile which, it has been observed, that the embodied troops of 
the Israelites were not reckoned here ; and that there being twelve 
companies of 24,000 each, and allowing to each 1,000 oiBoers, the 
deficiency is exactly supplied. So to account for the deficiency in 
Judah, some are of opinion that the legionary soldiers are indnded 
In the one account, and not in the other. The Syriac version has 
onty 800,000, corresponding with 2 Sam. zxiv. 9. 

KoTB III.— In selecting the pestQence as the punishment, David 
acted nobly : had he chosen war, his personal safety was in no 
daii^ger, as there was an ordinance preventing him from going to 
tnttle ; and in /amines his wealth would have secured his and Ub 
familj^s support ; but all were equally exposed to the petUlence, 

NoTB lY.— The ground occupied \fj the threehing-fioor, togetlier 

with that in the immediate circuit, was afterwards fixed upon as 

^10 Bite ot the Temple. David, on the present occasion, paid 60 

Bhekeb for the Soor and oxen, yet in 1 Chxon. xxi. 25 it is said that 

Dayldgave Aroonah 6Q0 shekela of gold. It \a ISkvencelQit^ voQi^oeed 

l^tat eabaequently, when David knew that tloift spot vraa ^^onea «&^ 

Bite for the Temple, he made Axaunali a /arther xenixfltt«».\&oa. 
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I. AND II. KINGS. 



The two books of Kings are one book in the Hebrew 
canon, though in the Septuagint and Vulgate they are 
called the Third and Fourth Books of Kings. The author 
of these books is unknown ; but the most probable opinion 
seems to be that JEzra compiled them from the ancient 
documents and books of the prophets^ which are here so 
frequently referred to, who flourished during these times^ 
and sustuned the office of historiographers. 



I. KINGS. 



Period comprised. 

This book embraces a period of 126 jears^ from B.C. 
1015, the last year of David's reign^ to the death of 
Jehoshaphat^ B.a 889. 

Contents. 

It describes :— 

(1) The conspiracy of Adonijah^ and its consequences. 

(2) The death of David. 

(3^ The accession and reign of Solomon, including the 
buiLdfing of the Temple. 

(4) The accession of Kehoboam^ and the defection of 
the Ten Tribes. 

(5) The reigns of Behoboam^ Abijah^ Asa, and Jeho- 
shaphat, over J udah. 

(6) The reigns of Jeroboam^ Nadab, Baasha, Elah^ 
Zimri^ and Ahab, over IsraeL 
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n. KINGS. 



Period comprised. 

The Second Book of Kings embraces a period of about 
800 years; from the death of Jehoshaphat, B.C. 889^ to 
the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, B.C. 
588. 

Contents. 

) The translation of Elijah. 

) The history of Elisha. 
'3) The reigns of Jehoram, Jehu, Jehoahaz, Jeroboam 
n., Zachariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekah, 
and Hoshea in Israel; and The Captivity of Israel 
INTO Assyria by Shalmaneser. 

(4) The reigns of Jehoram, Ahaziah, Athalia, Joash, 
Amaziah, Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Manas- 
seh, Amon, Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin 

SJeconias, or Coniah), and Zedekiah in Judah ; and The 
/APTiviTY OF Judah into Babylon by Nebuchad- 
nezzar. 

(5) The destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple. 

Revolt of Adonijah, B.C. 1015 

(1 Kings i.). 

At this time the monarchy of Israel was unsettled. 
It was neither hereditary nor elective : no man knew 
who was to succeed to the crown ; and the minds of the 
people were as unsettled as the succession; which 
accounts for Adonijah finding supporters, as well as 
Solomon, at their respective coronations. 

The Results of the Conspiracy* 

Cl) Adonijah was put to death (1 Kings ii. 13-25). 

. (2) Abiathar, for joining in Adonijah's conspiracy, was 

put from the high priesthood and banished to Anathoth ; 

Lis life being spared for his services to David (1 Kings 

^: J26, 27). 

NoTB.^Bl8 deposition was for liaving taken peart "wV^ kiioiD&\«acL; 
^ot by it a remarkable prophecy was fulfiUeflL. Qtoet ^xaA XoW'Eii 
-ii^Sf • ^'' ^^3^) that the priesthood should depart from \ii&\xox>fifc\ 
^tM^cnar wae the last of the priests of Ithamar^ ol^\Ac\itama:S ^«» 
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Eli, the high priest. Zadok, who snooeeded, was of the family of 
Eleazar ; and by this change the priesthood reverted to its ancient 
channeL 

(3^ Joab and Shimei lost their lives, in accordance with 
David's dying injunctions (1 Kings ii. 28-46). 

NoTB. — Joab fled onto the Tabemade, and caught hold on the 
horns of the altar. The altar was considered so sacred among all 
people, that in general even the vilest wretch found safety if he 
once reached it. This, however, led to many abuses, and the per- 
version of public justice ; and God decreed (Ex. xxi. 14) that the 
presumptuous murderer, who had taken refuge at His altar, should 
be dragged thence, and put to death. 

As regards Siimei, Solomon no doubt suspected that his influence 
would be dangerous in different parts of the land ; and therefore he 
proposed to him, as the condition of his indemnity, that he should 
live in Jerusalem under his eye, and by no means remove thence. 
These terms Shimei readily agreed to ; and for three years he lived 
unmolested. But growing secure, in contempt of Solomon's autho- 
rity, he took a journey, which, according to his own engagement, 
forfeited his life. 

(4) Zadok succeeded Abiathar in the priesthood. 

Note. — ^Abiathar, the son of Ahimelech, became high priest in 
the following manner : When Saul destroyed the priests at Nob, 
Abiathar, who was young, fled to David in the wilderness (1 Sam. 
zxii. 20-23), and continued with him in the character of high priest. 
Saul, from aversion to Ahimelech, transferred the priesthood from 
the family of Ithamar to that of Eleazar, in the person of Zadok. 
Thus there were, at the same time, two high priests in Israel ; 
Abiathar with David, and Zadok with Saul. Tbia double priesthood 
lasted till the time of Solomon, when Abiathar, as stated above, 
was deposed. (See Note L to * Deaih qfJSli,' p. 28.) 

Death of Davids B.C. 1015 (aged n 

years) 1 Kings iL 11. 

Accession of Solomon^ B.C. 1015 

(aged 18 years) 1 Kings ii. 

Note. — ^In 1014, Solomon married Pharaoh's daughter, and shortly 
after, when at Gibeon, the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream, 
and bade him ask what He should give him. Solomon's request was 
for wisdom, which was granted him ; and, in addition, riches and 
honour, and length of days, if he would walk in God's ways. 

Building of Solomon's Temple^ B.C. 

1012 (1 Kings vi. vu.). 

At an early period of his reign, Solomon carried into 
execution the intended building of the Temple ; between 
8 and 4 years were spent in collectm^ \ss3^\fcTvaifi»^^K5^X 
were occupied in the ^To«%a& ol ^^^^^^^^r\^^ 
gave employment to 80,(»0 ^oitoassKi- v^«» ^"^^ "* 
under ' Tabular Vww of the Tww^i \^^s^^ 
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SALIENT POINTS .OF SCEIPTURB HISTORT. 



Solomon's Errors. 

Solomon's wonderful prosperity, wealth, and lazimona 
manner of living led him to turn from the Divine law, 
and to forget God. 



Moses (Deut. xvii. 16, 
17) had written of their 
king— 

(1) He shall not multi- 
ply horses to himself. 

(2) Neither shall he 
greaUy multiply to himself 
silver and gold. 



(S) Neither shall he 
mxiltiply wives to himself. 



Solomon had greatly 
neglected these instruc- 
tions; for 

(1) He had 4,000 stalls 
for horses and chariots, and 
12,000 horsemen. 

(2) His display of gold 
was enormous : he had 300 
shields of beaten gold (va- 
lued at £211,000), and 200 
targets of gold (£28,000), 
merely for ostentation. 

(3) He had 700 wives, 
princesses, and 300 concu- 
oines ; a thousand women, 
all from idolatrous nations. 

Solomon's Troubles. 

(1) Towards the end of Solomon's reign his people 
became very dissatisfied. The enormous expenses 
incurred in building the Temple, and the expenditure and 
gorgeous state of the king, caused heavy taxes to be 
imposed upon the people. In short, Solomon's ex- 

Sinditure exceeded his income. As part payment to 
iram, who had supplied Solomon with cedar trees, and 
fir trees, and ^ gold according to his desire,' 20 cities 
beyond the Israelitish boundary were offered, but rejected 
\yy Hiram, who called them by the derisive term Cabul 
(= displeasing, dirty); the consequence of this was 
increased taxation. 

(2) Had ad, a young prince of Edom, whose country 
had been taken by Joab, now joined with Rezom, a free- 
booter, and wrested Syria, Damascus, and part of Edom 

^v/n Solomon, 
(3) Jerobo&m having been appointed to levy taxes from 
^e tribes ofEphraim and Mana88e\i,w«Lame\.\iN KVimh 
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^yen him tbe dominion overmen of the tribes ; a message 
which the prophet accomplished by rending his own 
garment into twelve pieceS; ten of which he gave to 
Jeroboam. Becoming too impatient, however, to wait 
lill Solomon's death, Jeroboam availed himself of the 
present disaffection, and excited a revolt ; but it ended in 
nis flying to Egypt, where he sought the protection of 
Shishak, and stayed till the death of Solomon (1 Kings 
xi.). 

Death of Solomon^ B.C. 975 (aged 58 

years) 1 Kings xi. 41-43, 

Note.— Solomon's Wmttngs.— Of all the works written by Solo- 
mon only three are extant, and considered canonical :— the Proverbs ; 
Eccleriastes ; and the CanHeles, or Song of Solomon, The Book of 
Wisdom has also been ascribed to him, and EcclesicuHeus aiao ; but the 
author of the latter is much more modem than Solomon, and speaks 
of several persons who lived t^fter that prince. 

Accession of Behoboam^ B.C. 975 

(1 Kings xii.). 

Bevolt of the Ten Tribes, on the ac- 
cession of Rehoboam, the people supplicated for a remis- 
sion of their enormous taxes. But not satisfying their 
demands, the Ten Tribes revolted and made Jeroboam 
their king (as foretold by Ahijah) ; thus establishing the 
kingdom of Israel, the capital of which was at Shechem ; 
Jerusalem being the capital of Hehoboam^s kingdom of 
Judah. . , . 

KOTB I.— The * $eorpiont * referred to In 1 Kings xii. 11, are con- 
jectnred by Celsius (a Swedish botanist, and author of the Biero' 
botanieon, or Scripture Plants^ B. 1670, d. 1756) to denote a sort 
of thorny shrub, whose pricli^es are of a venomous nature, called by 
the Arabs'* «cof7>ion thorns/ from the euuisite pain which they 
inflict. Ckilmet and othoiv assert that tfle scorpion was a sort of 
severe whip, the lashes of which were armed with knots or points 
that sunk into, and tore the flesh, l^iddle {Script. Hiti.) states 
thattiiey were heavy whips, armed .with«iron4)riokle8. . 

Note IL— In 1 Kings xii. 10, and 2 Chron. x. 8, we read of * the 
young men that were grown up,' and, * the young men that were 
brought tip with Behoboam,' whose counsel he followed. It was a 
9U8to/n in.diflerentoonntiries to e4u9ate ^ith tito h^ to the thtoixA 
young noblemen of nearly the same *®i. ^Tc&a .«jBsg««cs^Ni«*i "''^^^^ 
and important ends :- -1. \t excVteflL \X» vt^-w^ ^^ ''^''^^^^S \^>^ 
.be might, as far as po»lb\e, a\XTva»% Va «>\ tcv«cCS?3 ^f-^^t^^M^^ox 
tdl acts of pradenoe and virtue, tJctowe ^\\om oxve ^>^ ,^jx»as.^>»^«^'*' 
pass in the elevation and digmt? ol \»» ^*».xis>xv« - 
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acquire a correct knowledge of the disposition and views of those 
who were likely to be, under him, the highest officers of the state, 
and oonseqaentiy know the better how to trust and employ them. 

Note III.— From the epoch of the schism of the Ten Tribes, we 
shall find the Hebrew people continually suffering from foreign or 
intestine war. The two nations, during the short space of 387 years, 
were goyemod by 89 monarchs ;— 30 in Judah ; the rest in Israel. 
Although th» latter kingdom was more extensive and populous, the 
former was richer and more important, as well from the possession 
of the capital and Temple, as from the ancient pre-eminence assigned 
to the tribe of Judah. But these reciprocal advantages served only 
to render their struggles more obstinate. In Israel the true religion 
was maintained under severe persecution ; the number of the pro- 
phets increased in proportion as the neceraity was felt, in times of 
difficulty, of recurring to the oracles of Gtod ; aind the hope of a more 
fortunate era under a mighty king, the exi)ectation of tiie Messiah 
and of His temporal reig^n on earth, became more consistent, as 
the recollection of the glorious reii^i of David was an object of 
continual and fresh regret to the whole nation. Unf ortimately, 
the influence of the true prophets, often opposed by the false, 
could never extinguish the dissensions which separated the two 
kingdoms. 

NoTB lY.— The various forms of government to which the people 
were subject, from the Creation to the Birth of Ohiist, were as 
follows : — 

1. The Fatriardka, 

Tears 
From the Creation, b.o. 4004 . To the Bxodns, B.C. 1491 • • 2ftU 

S. A Strict Thtoeraqf wndtr Motet and Jotkua, 
From the Exodns, B.C. 1491 . To death of Joshua, 1448 • • 48 

8. Under Judget, 
Fiom death of Joshua, B.C. 1448 To aooesBlon of Saul, 1095 • « 848 

4. The United Monarchy o/J9aul,David, and Solomon, 
From Saul, b.c. 1095 • . To death of Solomon, 975 • « 190 



5. Under Separate Kingt—Itrael 254 yeart, Judah 888. 
1^^^'^^^} To the Captivity, 606 ... 869 



From Aooisssions of Jeroboam 
and 



6. Capthity in Balf^Um, 
From B.0. 606 • • • .To time of Cyras, 586 , « « 70 

7. Under Bigh PriUtt amd a Foreign Yoke, 
Jfivm AC, f86 • • « • To the Birlh of Christ • • « 
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I. AND II. CHRONICLES. 



The two Books of Chronicles relate the same history 
that is contained in I. and II. Samuel, and I. and II. 
Kings ; and should he constantly read with those hooks, 
as tbey supply important information and particulars 
which "have Been omitted by them. 

Origin of Name— Period comprised. 

In the Hebrew Canon they formed but one book, 
which was called the Book op Diaries, or Journals, 

In the SeptuagifU they were termed Paralbipomena 
=Things omitted. ^ 

By S, Jerome they were called the Books of Chroni- 
cles. 

The two Books comprise a period of 3,468 years ; of 
which 2,989 are taken up in the^r«^, and the remaining 
470 in the second. 

Contents. 

First Book. 

An abstract of the whole Sacred History to the time 
the first Book was written ; comprising : — 

(I^ Genealogical Tables from Adam to Ezra ; which 
are important as showing the descent of Christ from 
Abraham. 

(2) The history of SauL 

(3) The history of David. 
Seeond Book. 

(1^ The history of Solomon. 

(2) The history of the Kings of Jtidah down to the 
Gaptiyity ; very little being said of those of Israel, 

By whom written. 

Ezra is commonly considered «& ^^ cftxK^'^'iSt ^V *^^ 
records contained in Chronicled. 
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PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

IN THB 

HISTORY OF THE CAPTIVITY 

AS BECORDED IN DANIEL, 



Cause of Daniel's promotion. 

The Jews whom Nebuchadnezzar had transplanted to 
Babylon (see pp. 74-6) found there those of their country- 
men who had been carried away by Shalmaneser (see 
under ' Hoahea^s reign^ p. 99), but in a different position ; 
haying been promoted to posts of dignity and influence on 
account of their intelligence and virtue. Daniel, among 
the rest, was advanced from the following circumstances. 
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed a dream, but forgot even the 
form of it ; the ma^ failing to discover it were punished 
with death; but Daniel, naving prayed tb God for a 
revelation of it, declared the same to the king, for which 
he was promoted to the high dignity of governor of the 
province of Babylon. (This bears a strong similarity 
to the promotion of Joseph in Egypt.) This led to a 
corresponding advancement for Shaorach, Meshach^ and 
Abed-nego, uiree of his personal friends. 

Nora I.— NebuoliadneBBar'a First Dream. B.C. 603. 

(Dan. ii.) Air Imagb 



Head 
(gro/d) 

This de- 
noted the 
extent and 
wealch of 
the Chal- 
dean mon- 
archy. 



Anns & breast 
(M^oer). 

The empire 
of the Medes 
and Persians, 
which was es- 
tablished on 
the mins of 
that of the 
Chaldeans, on 
the ruptnxe of 
Babylon, by 
Cyrus, B.C. 
638, 



Belly & thighs 
(frroM). 

The empire 
of the Macedo- 
nians, fonnded 
by Alexander 
the Great; 
which termi- 
nated the Per- 
sian monarchy 
by the over- 
throw of Da- 
rius Godoma- 
nns at Axbela, 
B,0«83l. 



Feet 
(tron). iircnAday), 

V -y ^ 

The Boman empire, 
which comprised nearly 
the whole world. ThUi 
in time became weakened 
by a mlxtnre of barba- 
rous nations (sthe feet 
of iron and etoy)> by the 
incnrsionB of whom it 
was torn asunder about 
the fourth century after 
Christ, and at length 
AVvV&ai \xkto ten king- 

ton tACA ^ \2qa Vi&JMe^ 
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The atone which destroyed the image denoted the 
Spiritual Kingdom of Christ, which should become a 
great mountain and fill the whole earth. 

NoTB II.— Nebuchadnezzar's Second Dream. B.C. 
570. (Dan. iv.) This dream was of a tall and spreading tree, cut 
dovm to a stump, which Daniel interpreted to be the temporary 
d^fradation of Nebuchadnezzar ; and as predicted so it happened. 
The king became insane, and dwelt among the beasts of the field, 
losing his reason for seven years, at the end of which time his reason 
and his kingdom were restored to him, and he began to praise and 
extol the King of Heaven (Dan. iv.). 

The golden image erected at Dura, 

B.C. 580 (Dan. iii.). 

The promotion of Daniel and his three friends gave 
great offence to the native Babylonian nobles^ who 
eagerly watched for an opportunity to destroy Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego. They had not to wait long : 
for Nebuchadnezzar made from the spoils of his cam- 
paigns in Egypt and Western Asia, a golden image sixty 
cubits high, on the plains of Dura, and commanded that, 
at the sound of any Idnd of music, all persons should fall 
down and worship it imder penalty of death by fire. 
Shadrach^ Meshach, and Abed-nego refused, and* their 
refusal was eagerly reported to the King, who ordered 
them to be thrown into the fiery furnace; but God 
miraculouslv delivered them ; after which they were, 
restored to Ligh favour at court 

Death of Nebuchadnezzar, B.C. 
562. 

Belshazzar's impious feast, and 
death, B.C. 538 (Dan. v.). 

In the fourth year of his rei^, Belsfaazzar made a 
great feast for a uiousand of his lords and their wives ; 
and during the entertainment, ordered the gold and 
nlver vessels which had been taken from the Temple at 
Jerusalem to be brought, so that he and hia co\i£t\&^:9^ 
might drink from them, to tYift Y^ot^wslT ^1 ^'s«. ^^^^^^ 
Daring this act, the meniOT«ib\© -^mX^v^ Vjiva..^ ^'^iRy^i. ^ 
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appeared upon the wall, and could only be expounded by 
Daniel. 

The Hand-toriting, Fulfilment, 

Mene. ' God hath num- In the same evening 

bered thy kingdom^ and Belshazzar was slain, and 

finished it.' Darius the Mede took the 

Tekel. ' Thou art kingdom. Thus, with the 

weighed in the balances, death of Belshazzar, ended 

and found wanting.* the Babylonian empire, B.C. 

Peres. 'Th^r kingdom 638. 
is divided, and ^ven to the 
Medes and Persians.' 

Daniel in the Lions' den, B.C. 538 

(Dan. vi.). 

As Daniel continued to hold office under Darius, the 
Babylonian nobles, being jealous of him, obtained from 
the new monarch a decree that none of his subjects 
should offer a prayer to any but himself for thirty days, 
upon pain of being thrown into a den of lions. Damel, 
undaunted, prayed as usual, and was thrown into the 
den, but, as in the case of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, he was miraculously preserved by Jehovah. 

NoTB I.— On the death of Darins (b.c. 687), the kingdom of Babylon 
passed to his nephew, Cynn (b c. 586), who appointed Nabocaidlns 
as governor ; but the government being usurped by him, Cyrus cap- 
tared the city by diverting the course of the Euphrates, and 
making an assault from the dry bed of the river ; thus fulfilling 
Isaiah's remarkable prediction, ' That saith to the deep, Be db^, and 
I win dry up the rivers ' (Isaiah zliv. 27). 

NoTB 11.— Daniel continued to flourish for a time under Gyrus. 
Consulting the prophecies of Jeremiah, he found that the seven^ 
years' Captivity was drawing to a close, and accordingly prayed that 
Gk)d would remember his people, and restore JerusalCTi. 
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The remarkable Visions of Daniel. 

(1) The Pour Beasts (Dan. vii.). 

1st. A Lion. 2nd. A Bear. 3rd. A Leopard. 4th. A dreadful Beast. 



This repre- 
sented the Chal- 
dean monarchy, 
as raised to the 
pinnacle of 
glory by the 
rapid and ex- 
tensive con- 
qnestB of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and 
as declining and 
mined under 
Belshazzar. 



The empire 
of the Medes 
and Persians, 
forming one 
kingdom, com- 
pared to a hear 
from their 
cruelty and 
thirst for blood. 
The three ribs 
in the bear's 
mouth denote 
Babylon, Ly- 
dia, and Egypt. 



The Greek 
empire, found- 
ed by Alexan- 
der the Great, 
The /our heads 
denote the di- 
vision of the 
empire into 
four parts by 
Seleucus (Syria 
and Babylon), 
Lysimachus 
(Asia Minor), 
Ptolemy (Egypt), 
and CassfUider 
(Greece). 



The Roman em- 
pire, which destroy- 
ed the Grecian, and 
became mistress of 
the world. 



NoTB to Fourth Beast. 
The ten horns that were in the head of the fourth beast (Ban. 
vil. 20) implying the ten kingdoms into which the western Roman 
empire was divided, were primarily : — 



1. The Huns, in Hungary 



2. 
8. 

4. 

6. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 



n 



n 









>» 



» 



Ostrogoths, in Moesia . . 
Visigoths, in Pannonia . . 
Bueves and I <„ i ^a^cony and ) 
Alans, i \ Spain j 

Vandals, in Africa . • 
Franks, in France . . 
Burgandians, in Burgundy . . 
Heruli and Tnringi, in Italy 
Saxons and Angles, in Britain . 






A.D. 
85tf 
877 
878 



407 



47S 

526 



[Bp, Lkyd), 



(2) The Bam and He-goat (Dan. viii.). 



A ram with two 
horns; 



One higher than the 
other; 



:The Medo-Persian 
empire. 



: Media and Persia. 



' IsToTB.— A ram was the 
ensign of the Medo- 
Persian empire; and a 
ram's head with horns, 
one higher than the 
other, is still to be seen 
on the ruins of Perse- 
polis. 

Note. — ^Media was the 
more ancient kingdom. 



\ 
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Crashed l^ tlie J7«- 
ffoat, 



With a noUMe horn 
between his ^es* 



The IMe horfC^ 
among the four 
horns, which 
waxed great 
towards the 
south, the east, 
and the plea- 
sant land. 






=The Haoedonian 
empire. 



:Alexander the 
Oreat. 



The Roman empire 
which reduced Je- 
rusalem to that 
desolation which 
was to last 2,300 
years, reduced Ju- 
daea to a province, 
burnt the city and 
Temple, and scat- 
tered the Jews to 
the four winds of 
the heavens. 



Note.— The standard of 
the Macedonian empire 
was a goat; and the 
people themselves were 
called ^eadoe, the 
goat's people. 

Note. — ' He ran unto the 
ram with two horns in 
the fury of his power ' 
(Dan. viii. 6), i.e. Alex- 
ander attacked Darius 
at the River Granicus, 
with the utmoBt fury ; 
and, after a few engage- 
ments, subdued the Per- 
sian empire. 

Note.— * The little horn 
shall stand up against 
the Prince of Princes' 
(Dan. viii. 25), i.e. 
against Jesus of Naza- 
reth, the true Messiah ; 
for it was by the autho- 
rity o£ the Romans, 
that He was condemned 
and crucified ; and His 
followers were particu- 
larly persecuted with 
the most unrelenting 
cruelty, first by the 
Roman emperors, and 
then by the Roman 
pontifb. 



(3) The Bebuilding of JeroBalem s and the Coming 
of the Messiah (Dan. iz.) 



The Seventy Weeks foretold, 

' Seventy weeks are de- 
termined upon thy people 
and upon, thy holy aty, to 
finish the transgression, and 
to make an end of sins, and 
to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, 
^od to seal u]^ the vision 

^d prophecy, and to anoint 

the moat Holy,^ 



Fulfilment y ^c. 

Seventy weeks o/yeor«, or 
490 years, reckoned from the 
seventh year of Artiaxerxes 
Longimanus (Ahasuerus) 
B.C. 457, the year in whicn 
Ezra was commissioned to 
restore the Jewish state and 
polity, and also the year in 
whicli the building of the 
Temple "waa ^ciTMELfcxwsfti, 



DANIEL. 



107 



The Seventy Weeks foretold. 



Fulfilment J 8fC, 
A.D. 33, the year in which 
our Lord Buffered and com- 
pleted the work of our sal- 
vation. 

The seventy weeks are 
here divided into three 
periods: — 

(1) Seven weeks, or 49 
years, for the restoration of 
Jerusalem, and the com-* 
pletion of the Temple. 

(2) Sixty-two weeks, or 
434 years, from that time 
to the announcement of the 
Messiah by John the Bap- 
tist. 

(3) One week, or seven 
years, from the ministry of 
John and of Christ Himself, ' 
to the Crucifixion. 

Note.—' The people of the prince,' spoken of in Dan. ix. 26, are the 
Boznans, who nnder Titns, after the expiration of the seventy weeks, 
destroyed the Temple and Jerusalem itself, and dispersed the Jews. 

(4) A Vision announcing — 

(1) The destruction of the Persian Empire by the 
Greeks, which was accomplished by Alexander the 
Great. 

(2^ The partition of Alexander's kingdom into four 
divisions (see under ^ A Leopard^ in ' The Vision of the 
Four Beasts,* p. 106). 

^3^ The wars between Egypt and Syria. 

^4) The Irjrranny of Antichnst. 

^5) The invasions of the Saracens and Turks, in the 
latter days of the Roman monarchy. 



Know therefore and 
understand, that from the 
going forth of the com- 
mandment to restore and to 
build Jerusalem imto the 
Messiah the Prince shall be 
seven weeks, and threescore 
and two weeks. . . . 

And after threescore and 
two weeks shall Messiah be 
cut off, but not for him- 
self. 

And he shall confirm the 
covenant with many for one 
week. ..... 
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EZRA. 



By whom written— Period com- 
prised. 

This Book was written by Ezra, a descendant of 
Aaron; and comprised a period of 79 years from the 
Edict of Cyrus, B.C. 636. 

The booKS of Ezra and Nehemiah were formerly con- 
sidered one volume, and were divided into the 1st and 
2nd Books of Ezra. The first six chapters of Ezra 
embrace a period of 21 years, and relate the history of 
the Jlrst importation from the Babylonish Captivity, 
imder Zeruboabel, and Jeshua the high priest : the rest 
of the book describes the return of the second caravan 
under Ezra, in the reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus 
(Ahasuerus). . ■ , . . 

Note. — Some critics suppose the Book of Esther to come between 
the vl. and vlL chapters of Ezra. 

Principal Events. 

(1^ The Edict of Cyrus, and return of the Jews under 
Zerubbabel and Jeshua. 

(2) Their re-establishment in JudsBa. 

(3) The rebuilding of the Temple. 

(4^ The second caravan of Jews under Ezra. 
(5) Ezra's appointment to the governorship of Judaea ; 
and the reformations effected by nim. 

The Edict of Cyras, B.C. 536 (Em l). 

In the first year of the reign of Cyrus, precisely at 

the expiration of the predicted period of seventy years 

from the first captivity (see Note to 4 in ' Jehoiakifn's 

r^ipn/ p. 74), Daniel made Cyrus acquainted with those 

prophecies of Isaiah (xliv. 28 ; xlv. 1-4) in which the 

^j'ng- saw himself described by name aa VJcv^ m%trument 

o^ God for pulling down the Asa\T\».^ ^^«tv «o^^ 

reatonng the Jewish nation to fU^Ai 'tfem^\fe, ^^ \a 
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their ancient land. Cyrus, therefore, issued a decree, 
which had been distinctly foretold by Isaiah 200 years 
before his birth, by -which he gave permission to the 
Jews (the name by which the descendants of Abraham 
are henceforth called in Scripture) to return to their 
own country and to rebuild the Temple ; which they did 
under the guidance of Zerubbabel and Jeshua j at the 
same time restoring to them the gold and silver vessels 
which Nebuchadnezzar had carried from Jerusalem. 

Note I. — Jeremiah had distinctly foretold the duration of the Cap- 
tivity : — ' And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonish- 
ment ; and these nations shall serve the King of Babylon seventy 
years. And it shall come to pass when seventy jeaxs are accomplished, 
that I will pmiish the King of Babylon, and that nation, saith 
the Lord ' (Jer. xxv. 11, 12). Again : * After seventy years be accom- 
plished at Babylon, I will visit you and perform my word toward 
you to return to this place ' (Jer. xxiz. 10). 

Note II. — The number which g,vailed themselvesof Cyrus'spermls- 
Bion did not exceed '00,000, and these mostly from the tribes of Judah 
and Benjamin ; many, including a great number of the chief fami- 
lies, preferred staging behind in Babylon ; they, however, aesisted 
those who returned, with, donations towards the boilding of the 
Temple. 

The Beboilding of the Temple, B.C. 

535 (Ezraiii.). 

In the second year of their re-establishment in 
Jerusalem, Zerubbaoel and the people laid the foundation 
of the second Temple. The Samaritans desired to assist 
the Jews in building the Temple, but their offer was 
rgected for two reasons : first, the Samaritans were not 
of the stock of Abraham ; second, their religion was a 
mixture of Judaism and heathenism. (See also note to 
^ ZeruhhaheVs Temphy p. 47 ; and ' ITie Origin of the 
Saniaritans^^ p. 100.) Tnis greatly incensed the Samari- 
tans, who did all in their power to retard the building. 
During the reigns of Cyrus and his son and successor 
Ahasuerus (Cambyses), little was done; and the following 
king Artaxerxes (Smerdis) had scarcely ascended the 
throne, before an order was given for the works to cease, 
through the misrepresentations of the Samaritans, who 
stated that the Jews were fortifying Jerusalem in order 
to resist tribute. Thus spixxnw w^ ^ ^<t^^^:^ V^ivs^^ 
between the two nations wliicla. tSlersRwc^^^^S'^'^^^'^"^'^^ 
hy the defection of Manosaeh, aii^\l^^ ^x^SkOcLO^ ^"^ ^'^^ 
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temple on Mount Gerizim. (For ' Came of Mancisseh^s 
Defectiofiy and * Erection of Temple at MounJt Gerizim,^ 
see under ^ Nehemiah/ p. 112.) 

Completion and Dedication of the 
Temple, B.C. 515 (Ezra vi.). 

(See further under * ZerubbabePs Temple,* p. 47.) 

The second Caravan under Ezra- 
Appointment of Ezra as Governor of 
Judaea, B.C. 457 (Ezra vii. viii). 

In the seventh year of Artaxerxes, B.C. 457, the same 
year in which Esther was made queen, the Edicts of 
Cyrus and Darius, giving permission to the people to 
emigrate to Jerusalem, were renewed. Accordingly, 
some 6,000, including a few families of the priests, set 
forth under Ezra, the newly appointed governor, and 
arrived at Jerusalem four months after having left 
Babylon, about eighty years after the departure of 
Zerubbabel with the Jirst caravan^ and sixty since the 
restoration of the Temple. 

Note.— Bepormations effected by Ezra. 

(1) Appointed a solemn fast in token of humiliation for past irte- 
gularities and offences. 

(2) Induced the Jews to abandon the praotlce of intermarrying 
with idolaters from the sarroonding nations. 

(3) Eevived the Feast of Tabernacles, which had been discontinued 
since the days of Joshua. 

(4) Bevived and arranged the Scripture Oanon. 

Resignation of Ezra^ B.C. 445 (Ezra 

ix. X., Neh. viii.). 

After ffoveming the land twelve years, Ezra resigned 

Ills office m favour of Nehemiah, who had been appointed 

governov by Artaxerxes Longimanus (see in * Nehemiah* 

under * Cattses tchich led to t/ie DefecUonof Mauai^cA,* 

p. 112), and either returned to "Babylon, cit ^^>s«^ \»l\s\ 

private life to his own countrv. 
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Death of Ezra. 

Josephus (Ant, lib. xi. c. v. § 5) says, ' After Ezra had 
obtained this reputation (for the reformations he had 
effected) among the people, he died an old man, and was 
buried in a magnificent manner at Jerusalem. About the 
same time it happened also that Joacim the high priest 
died ; and his son Eliasib (see under " Cmtses which led 
to MannsseKs Defectimiy^ in Nehemiah, p. 112) succeeded 
in the high priesthood/ But the Jews believe that he 
died in Persia in a second jouniey to Artaxerxes ; and 
show his tomb at Zamuza. He is said to have lived 120 
years, and may be regarded as the legist of the resto- 
ration. 



NEHEMIAH. 



Origin of Name— Period comprised. 

This Book, which was written by Nehemiah, is a 
history of his 25 years* government ; and is a continuation 
of the history of Ezra. 

Pinnock, however, says ^ It embraces a period of 36 
years ; at the end of which the Scripture History closes.* 
(And. O. r.) 

Contents. 

(1) The appointment of Nehemiah to be the governor 
of Jerusalem. 

(2) The rebuilding of the Temple walls ; the oppo- 
sition of Sanballat and the Samaritans ; and the building 
of the rival Temple upon Mount Gerizim. 

^3^ Nehemiah 's first administration. 
(4) Nehemiah's second administration. 

Canse of KeheKAsi^^ v^^'^isi^j' 
ment, B.C. 445 (^e\i. vv^— Ti^Wi*^^'^ ^ 
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Manasseh the priest.— Building of 
the Temple on Mount Gerizim. 

At the court of Artaxerxes, a Jew named Nehemiah, 
cup-bearer to the king, having manifested great concern 
at the desolate condition of Jerusalem, obtained leave 
from his master to repair to Jerusalem and rebuild the 
walls of the city. This happened twelve years after 
the arrival of Ezra. Sanballat, however, the nead of the 
Samaritans, and others, threw every obstacle in the way, 
notwithstanding which the walls were finished in 62 
days; Nehemiah having caused the builders to have 
arms near them for their defence, while another portion 
was under arms behind the walls (Neh. iv. 13). 
Twelve years after this Nehemiah returned to the 
Persian court, having given the charge of Jerusalem to 
his brother Hanani, and Hananiah, and then Eliashib 
the high priest (see under ^ Death ofEzrn,^ p. Ill) married 
his grandson Manasseh to a daughter of Sanballat, and 
allowed Tobiah the Ammonite, a relative of Sanballat, 
to occupy an apartment in the Temple. Nehemiah, on 
his return to Jerusalem, ejected Tobiah, and caused 
Manasseh, after he bad suspended him, to quit the city. 
Sanballat, however, soon after obtained permission from 
Darius Codomanus (or, as others state, Darius Nothus) 
to build a temple on Mount Gerizim, where Manassen 
performed the priestly functions. From these causes the 
J ews were more inveterate against the Samaritans ; they 
would ^have no dealings with them.' (St. John iv. 9.) 
From this time the Samaritans refused to pay tribute, 
which, however, was enforced by Artaxerxes upon an 
appeal being made to him from Zerubbabel, Ananias, and 
Mordecai. 

Note.— The following is Joeephus's account of the cause of Nehe- 

miah's great concern for Jerusalem. ' As Nehemiah was walking 

before Susa, the metroxwlis of the Persians, he heard some strangers, 

that were entering the city after a long journey, speaking to one 

another in the Hebrew tongue ; so he went to them, and asked them 

•wh&ac/e they came. And when their answer was, that they came 

from Judsea, he began to inquire of them again in what state the 

m altitude was, and in what condition Jerusalem was. And when 

tbey replied that they were in a bad ^a.te, ^ot \Sia.x. their walls 

were thrown down to the ground, and t\i«A< ^V» T^^^gcifeowKBst 

nations did a great deal of miscbiel to t\vft Je^^^iiYiSife Ssi VJoa ^^v 

*iaje they owrran the country andpittaged U,«adVn.^SDaiD^^^.<»SL 
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T,tiem mischief, insomuch that not a few were led away captive out 
of the country and out of Jerusalem itself, and that the roads were 
in the day-time found full of dead men. Hereupon Nehemiah shed 
tears, out of commiseration of the calamities of his countrymen ; 
and, looking up to heaven, he said "Hiy^ long, O Lord, wilt thou 
overlook our nation, while it suffers so great miseries, and while we 
fire made the prey and spoil of all men ? " And while he stayed at 
the gate, and lamented thus, one told him that the King was going 
to sit down to supper ; so he made haste, and went as he was, 
without washing himself, to minister to the King in his office of 
cupbearer. But as the King was very pleasant after supper, and 
more cheerful than usual, he cast his eyes on Nehemiah, and seeing 
him look sad, he asked him why he was sad. Whereupon he prayed 
to God to give him favour, and afford him the power of persuading 
by his words, and said, •• How can I, O King, appear otherwise than 
thus, and not be in trouble, while I hear that the walls of Jerusalem, 
the city where are the sepulchres of my fathers, are thrown down 
to the ground, and that its gates are consumed by fire ? but do 
thou grant me the favour to go and build its wall, and to finish 
the building of the Temple." Accordingly, the King gave him a sig- 
nal, that he freely granted him what he asked, and told him that he 
should carry an epistle to the governors, that they might pay him 
due honour, and afford him whatsoever assistance he wanted, and 
as he pleased.' (Ant. lib. zi. c. v. $ 6.) 

Nehemiah's first Administration^ 

B.C. 445 (Neh. v.-xiL). 

On his first arrival at Jerusalem, Nehemiali effected 
many civil and religious improvements, the principal of 
which were : — 

(1) He crushed the tyranny of the great over the 
poor. 

(2) Dissolved the marriages of the Jews with heathen 
women, whom he expelled from the country. 

(3) Enjoined a strict observance of the Sabbath, and 
the Sabbatical Year. 

(4) Enjoined the annual payment of one-third of a 
shekel for the service of the Temple. 

(6) Tithes of all produce were to be given to the 
priests. 

Nehemiah's second Administra- 
tion, B.C. 433 (Neh. xm.). 

In the course of a few jears Nehemiah re-visited 
Jerusalem, and resumed his work ol x^^csrn^aSGtfs^^s^ 
correcting the abuses and irregu\«rv>aft^ -^'Vi^sSq. V^^^^ss5ss^ 
io during his absence. 
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(1) He dispossessed Eliashib the high priest, and 
caused Tobiah the Ammonite to be removed from the 
Temple. (See under ' Causes which led to ManasseJCs 
Defectum; p. 112.) 

(2) Corrected the evil practice of marrying idolatrous 
women, which had again gained head. 

(3) Prohibited the desecration of the Sabbath by 
carrying burdens, threshing com, buying and selling, 
pressing wine and oil, &c. 

(4) Enforced the punctual payment of the tithes. 

Death of Nehemiah, B.C. 420 

Note I. — We learn from the writings of the prophet Maladii, 
that after the death of Nehemiah, there was a speedy renewal of 
many of the abnses which he repressed. 

Note n. — ^This Nehemiah must not be confounded with another 
Nehemiah, who came from Babylon with Zerubbabel (Ezra ii. 2). 

Close of Old Testament History. 

Malachi, who prophesied during the second adminis- 
tration of Nehemiah, and gave great strength and 
efficiency to his injunctions by reproving the priests and 
people for their scandalous hves^ closes the Old Testa- 
ment History, B.C. 420. 



ESTHER. 



Origin of Name— Period comprised. 

This Book contains the history of a Jewish captive of 
that name, who, by marriage with Ahasuerus, waa raised 
to the throne of Persia. 

It embraces a period of about 20 years according to 

Pinnock {Anal. O. T,) ; and ten according to Wheeler 

{Anal. O, T,) ; coming in between the sixth and seventh 

d!7Apters of the Book of JSzra, as it is placed in some 

of the moat ancient copies of the Vulgate. 

Note I.— Some sceptical perflone cm '^«\VWiv% \)(^ d&aicAxd the Book 
of Esther as no true history ; bnt aU o\si«cUDTia Vi Vt «Wi wst^a^S^ 
"ff'ith Dean Prideauxand Jo8epYiiw,wep\ac»t\i\tt"W^i*«nVc-^«i't^^ 
of AMaauerua (Artaxerxes I^ngiinaaaa),ttn!ai caoda«Vt «a«saaas% 
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between the sixth and seventh chapters of Ezra. The learned Dr. Lee 
also states, * the trath of this his^tory is demonstrated by the observ- 
ance of the Feast of Purim at the present day.' 

Note II.— It is not easy to fix the time, or even to determine the 
person of Ahasnems ; so great is the difference, that according to 
various authors, among whom are Jahn, Spanheim, and Scaliger, 
the period of this king ranges from B.C. 634 to B.C. 359. 

Note III. — The author of this book is unknown. Clemens of 
Alexandria, some Babbins, and many commentators suppose the 
author of it to be Mordecai. Others, however, think that it was com- 
posed and placed in the Canon by Ezra. 

Contents. 

(1) The divorce of Vashti ; the elevation of Esther ; 
and Mordecai's discovery of a conspiracy against 
Ahasuerus. 

(2) The promotion of Haman, and the affliction of the 
Jews. 

(3) The advancement of Mordecai, and the deliverance 
of the Jews. 

(4) The destruction of the Jews' enemies, including 
Haman and his sons. 

(5) The institution of the Feast of Purim. 

Brief history of Esther. 

Esther is the Persian name of Hadassah, a Jewish 
maiden of the tribe of Benjamin, and cousin of Mordecai, 
by whom, being an orphan, she was educated. After 
Ahasuerus had divorced Vashti, search was made 
throughout Persia for the most beautiful women, and 
Esther was the one selected. The great event in her 
life was the saving of her Jewish countrymen from the 
horrors of that universal massacre planned by Haman, 
a chief officer of the Persian king ; Haman and his sons 
falling victims in the slaughter which subsequently 
followed. In consideration of this deliverance the Feast 
of Purim was celebrated with great enthusiasm. 

Note.— As Esther is not mentioned in profane history, it has 
been inferred that she was not exactly the urife of Ahasuerus, but 
rather the favourite of his harem ; for we read (Esther ii. 8) that 
she was consigned ' to the custody of Hegai, keeper of tbe wQme,x« .* 
This hypothesis is rendered i^obable Vj^ t\\Q t«c\. >iX^»i(> ^X^^ ^«;c^\scsv 
klngsr did not choose wives from the\T Ywrcxn, \i\sJ^» ttawv^Qaa -^gr^-cv.- 

cipul Persian families, or else trom tTaa ^\x^\fix% oWwev^uo. -^nrkv 

tatea. 
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The Feast of Purim. 

In commemoration of the deliverance of the Jews from 
the machinations of Haman^ who had procured an edict 
from Ahasueius to destroy all the Jews in Persia, the 
Feast of Purim (or Lots) was celebrated annually. It 
lasted Uvo days, because the Jews had been permitted 
to destroy their enemies for that length of time, during 
which upwards of 75,<XX) Persians were slain. 

Note I.— On the occasion of the Feast of Purim all Jews were 
required to be in attendance at their Synagogues, to join in the 
reading of the Book of Esther, and to curse Haman ; after which 
the rest of the day was spent in festivity at their own homes. 

Note II.— As no decree which had obtained the royal consent 
could be rescinded, ' according to the law of the Modes and Peisians 
which altereth not,' so the decree which had been granted to 
Haman to extirpate all the Jews in Persia could not be recalled. 
Consequently, another edict was issued, granting permission to the 
Jews to take up arms against their enemies. 
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